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The Evils 


Infant Baptism 


WILLIAM L. PETTINGILL 
Wilnington, Delaware 


There has been much ado of late 
over the question of whether water 
baptism is for this age, and some 
of the brethren have been greatly 
excited about it. For myself, 
though I am convinced that be- 
lievers should be baptized in wa- 
ter, I consider the question unim- 
portant compared with the matter 
of infant baptism; and if I were 
compelled to choose, I would un- 
hesitatingly say, “no water bap- 
tism” rather than the baptism of 
infants. Happily, I am not thus 
compelled to choose between two 
evils, but am free to walk in the 
light as I see the light. It is my 
purpose in this article to set forth 
my reasons for saying, as I have 
often said, that infant baptism is 
responsible for sending more peo- 
ple to hell than any other cause. 
From my point of view it is a 
dreadful thing to baptize a baby 
and let him grow up believing that 
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come by themselves. 


by that baptism he has been saved 
and is on his way to Heaven, “To 
the law and the testimony!” In- 
fant baptism has no warrant in 
the Scriptures. Many efforts have 
been made to find such warrant, 
but these efforts are too feeble to 
merit serious consideration. But 
did not the Lord Jesus say, “Suf- 
fer little children, and forbid them 
not, to come._unto me?” Yes, He 
did; and there is no objection to 
suffer them to come unto Him; 
the question here is the bringing 
of infants who are too young to 
There is no 
authority for such a thing. 


Baptismal Regeneration 

In church history there is no 
record of infant baptism until the 
year 370. And how did it come 
about? It resulted from the doc- 
trine of baptisma] regeneration, 
the teaching that water baptism is 
essential to salvation. It was nat- 
ural for those holding this teach- 
ing to believe that everybody 
should be baptized as soon as pos- 
sible, and so baptism of uncon- 
Scius infants came into vogue 
among many of _ the 
These two. grievous errors, baptis- 
mal regeneration and infant. bap- 
tism, according to reliable his- 
torians, have caused more blood- 
Shed and persecution than all 
other errors combined. It is re- 
liably estimated that over fifty 
million Christians were put to 
death during the “dark ages’ cov- 
ering twelve or thirteen centuries, 
mainly because they rejected these 
two errors and insisted that sal- 
vation was the gift of God, apart 
from works or ceremonies. 

The professed conversion of the 
emperor Constantine in 313 A, D. 


churches. [ 
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THE ENIGMA OF © 
THE CROSS 


By REV. JOHN F. MacARTHUR, D.D. 
1495 Colorado Bivd., Los Angeles 41, California 


(Preached June 23, 1946, Church of the Open Door, Los Angeles. Mechanically recorded.) 


“But God’ forbid that I should glory, save in the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is 
crucified unto me, and I unto the world.”—Gal. 6:14. 


The vicarious death of the Lord 
Jesus Christ on the cross is the 
vital center of the whole Chris- 
tian system. And anything that 
in any way belittles or minimizes 
that cross is by its very nature a 
satanic suggestion. This is one 
truth before which all other truths 
dwindle to relative significance 
The centrality of this truth prop- 
erly places all other truth. And 
this great truth is the tremendoys 
fact that, as Isaiah said, Our Lord 
“was wounded for our transgres- 
sions, he was bruised for our in- 
iquities: the chastisement of our 
peace was upon him; and with his 
stripes we are healed.” Isa. 53:5. 
The man who apprehends this 
truth by repentance and faith is 
saved by it. Contrariwise, any 
denial of this truth is mortal here- 
Sy and inevitable death, 


The Great Satanic Sug/ 
gestions 

The very first satanic sugges- 
tion Satan ever made to man was 
the denial of the law, the inexora- 
bleness, the exactness, the demands 
of God’s law. For you recall 
Satan said to our first parents, 
‘Disobey God. Violate his order. 
Thou shalt surely not die. God 
has not told the truth!’ And the 
second great satanic suggestion 
made to man was the denial of 
God’s grace. And we have heard 
this denial from the day it first 
began until this very hour. Satan 
said, ‘It is not necessary that 
Christ should die for men! There 
need be no blood atonement for 
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Evangelists and the 
Reproach of Christ 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


“But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the 
work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.”—II 


Tim. 4:5. 


“Blessed are ye, when men shall hate ‘you, and when they 
shall separate you from their company, and shall reproach you, 


and cast out your name as evil, 


for the Son of man’s sake. Re- 


joice ye in that day, and leap for joy: for, behold, your reward 
is great in heaven: for in the like manner did their fathers unto 


the prophets.”—Luke 6:22, 23. 
“And to him they agreed: 


and when they had called the 


aposties, and beaten them, they commanded that they should 


not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go, 


And they 


departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they 


were counted worthy to suffer shame for his name. 


And daily 


ia the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and 
preach Jesus Christ.”—Acts 5:40-42. 


Two principal opinions about 
evangelists are currently held. 

One opinion is that they are 
definitely obnoxious. They are sen- 
sational becaus@ they preach about 
Hell and judgment and death, They 
“preach a negative gospel,’ which 
means that they preach against 
sin. They are against drunkeh- 
ness, against profanity, against 
lewdness and adultery, against ly- 
ing and stealing, and they gay so. 
They are emotional. They preach 
about the love of God, the wages 
of sin, the torments of Hell; they 
weep over sinners and get others 
to weep over their sins. They act- 
ually tell stories about sinners who 


went on in sin without God and 
what happened to them. They tell 


stories about mothers who died and 
went to Heaven and want their 
children to be saved, Evangelists 
make people uncomfortablé& par- 
ticular)y prosperous, unconverted, 
well-paying church members, And 
that is hard on pastors. Evange- 
lists demand that people confess 
Christ openly before men, They 
talk to people about their souls and 
embarrass them. And besides all 
this, evangelists certainly must be 
after the money. Why else would 
they go to such trouble to get big 


crowds and get people converted? 


And when they have many people 
converted in a revival campaign, 
and report it, it must be simply 
that they want a big reputation 
and want to capitalize on it finan- 
cially, instead of that they are re- 
joicing over souls saved and fol- 
lowing the pattern of Pentecost. 
Evangelists are not dignified. They 
use colloquial language, sometimes 
Slang. They are so anxious to get 
people converted that they some- 
times laugh or cry or pound the 
pulpit, They do not even look like 
preachers with their business suits 
and ties, instead of the frock coats, 
striped trouSers, and black ties, or 
the robes that formal, dignified 
preachers wear. Evangelists are a 
bad bunch, That is one opinion. 

The other principal opinion 
about evangelists is that God,Him- 
self has given evangelists to men 
and to the church, and that the 
Great Commission commands 
preaching the gospel to every crea- 
ture, and so evangelists are called 
as well as others, to do it. This 
second opinion holds that evange- 
lists are right to preach against 
sin because Bible preachers did, 
and the Scripture commands it. 

(Continued on Page 2) 


sin! Christ’s death was God's 
blunder?’ Now the first satanic 


suggestion that denied the law 


ruined the race “and plunged it’ 


into the mire and miasma of sin 
and death. And the second sa- 
tanic suggestion will destroy any 
man who allows its pollution to 
saturate his soul! 

Flaming Text! 

This glorious text has flamed 
on the banner and it has been 
the battle cry af the church 
through the ages. No wonder the 
apostle shouted these words from 
the very depths of his being. Paul 
had much in which he could glory. 
There were many things that Paul 
could have boasted about. He 
Was undisputedly the greatest 
missionary preacher of all times. 
He is to this day the great ex- 
ample of triumphant Christian 
living! Even before his conver- 
sion he was a Jew of pure un- 
adulterated blood. He was a Phar- 
isee! Sometimes we forget tnat 
a Pharisee was selected for his 
intelligence, character and vir- 
tue. Paul was indeed one of the 
choicest of his time or he never 
would have been selected as a 
member of that exclusive group, 
had he not been an exceptional 
man, Then again, even before he 
was converted he was a leader, 
a great leader, an outstanding 
leader. Paul’s innate ability and 
tremendous intellect guaranteed 
that he was destined to be a suc- 
cess in any field that he might 
have chosen. * 


Certainly after the cataclysmic 
experience on the Damascus road 
when he had such a remarkable 
revelation of Jesus Christ that 
he was utterly and totally revoiu- 
tionized, he then became the 
greatest theologian and soul win- 
ner, yea, the like of which the 
world has never seen. The story 
of his life has sent a _ thrill 
through the centuries. that has 
never abated from that day to 
this. At the end of the apostolic 
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period the whole known world 
was dotted with churches that 
were a direct result of nis untir- 
ing, indefatigable devotion to the 
cause of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
He was used by the Holy Spirit 
to reveal and write much of God's 
word. He was a church leader, 
a church builder, a church organ- 
izer. The struggling Christians 
in a pagan world looked to him 
for inspiration and we so look to 
him today. It has well been said 
that every word that Paul ever 
said or wrote are preserved as 
pearls of the very first water. 
(We know his writing in the Bible 
was by divine inspiration). And 
yet never once do we find Paul 
reveling in any attainment that 
ever came his way in which he 
might glory. In fact, every 
achievement that Paul ever made 
in life meant absohitely nothing 
except as it magnified, glorified 
and exalted his wonderful Lord, 
He tells us that he counted all 
things that he gained as mere 
refuse in the winning of the favor 
and the approval of the matchless 
Christ. That is why in this text 
we have him throwing himselt 
prostrate before the symbol of his 
salvation, crying out with all the 


(Continued on Page 4) 


Christmas Song 


There’s a song in the air! 


= 


There’s a star in the sky! 


There’s a mother’s deep prayer, And a baby’s low cry! 
And the star rains its fire while the beautiful sing, 
For the manger of Bethlehem cradles a King! 


There’s a tumult of joy O’er the wonderful birth, 
For the Virgin’s sweet Boy is the Lord of the earth. 
Ay! the star rains its fire while the beautiful sing, 
For the manger of Bethlehem cradles a King! 


In the light of that star Lie the ages impearled, 
And that Son from afar Has swept over the world. 
Every heart is aflame, and the beautiful sing 

In the homes of the nations that Jesus is King! 


We rejoice in the light, And we echo the song 
That comes down through the night From the heavenly 


throng. 


Ay! we shout to the lovely evangel they bring, 
And we greet in His cradle our Saviour and King! 


—Josiah G. Holland. 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, December 27, 1948 


Evangelists and the Reproach 
ot Christ 


(Continued from Page 1) 


They are right to warn people of 
Hell and judgment and the wages 
of sin, because Jesus and the apos- 
tles did. This second opinion holds 
that evangelists ought to weep 


over sinners and that everybody | 


else should and that if the angels 
in Heaven rejoice over a sinner 
converted, then Christians, too, 
ought to praise God for the salva- 
tion of sinners and ought to go 
with infinite, compelling compas- 
sion, after those who are lost. This 
opinion holds that evangelists are 
to do the mightiest work for God 
that any minister could do, and 
that when Christians turn against 
evangelists, they turn against New 
Testament Christianity. 

There are other opinions about 
evangelists, no doubt, but most of 
the opinions would gather under 
these two heads. And let me say 
now openly and boldly that I am 
of the second opinion about evan- 
gelists. God gives evangelists to 
the church. He anoints them and 
prepares them. They have the 
greatest work under Heaven. No 
minister could have a greater hon- 
or, nor receive a greater promo- 
tion, than to be called to give him- 
self wholly to the work of an evan- 
gelist. It is the hardest work, does 
the most good, costs the most suf- 
fering, receives the greatest re- 
ward of any that a Christian can 
do. Let it be understood that in 
this matter we do not exclude for- 
eign missionaries. The best foreign 
missionaries are the ones who do 
the work of an evangelist. In put- 
ting the work of an evangelist 
first, we are simply putting soul- 
winning first, as was obviously the 
intent of the Lord Jesus in the 
Great Commission, 

I write in defense of evangelists 
and evangelism. Evangelism not 
only needs defense, but is abun- 
dantly worthy of it. Evangelism 
not only can be defended but there 
is such a wealth of Scriptural 
background for evangelism, such a 
multitude of facts and figures to 
prove evangelism indispensible to 
New Testament Christianity and 
to the advance of the church that 
it is amazing the defense has not 
been made before, widely, publicly, 
and so strongly as to be heard in 
all Christendom. 

A few years ago the daily pa- 
pers carried the scandalous news 
of the trial of a pastor who, it was 
charged, had an illicit affair with 
his choir leader and then mur; 
dered her. That certainly did not 
prove that all pastors are lewd 
and immoral, not even that most 
of them are. In fact, the case was 
so obviously an exception that it 
made sensational news. For a pas- 
tor to be accused of adultery or 
murder was as unusual as for a 
man to bite a dog, so it made 
news, according to a famous news- 
paper man’s definition. If a drunk- 
en bartender or a profane atheist 
had been accused of the same 
crime, it would have been as com- 
monplace as for a dog to bite a 
man. How silly it would be, then, 
to infer that because one pastor 
was publicly accused of wrong, 
that the office of a pastor is not 
needed in the modern world. 

I do not say that no evangelist 
ever did wrong. I say simply that 
any particular eWingelist wrong in 
doctrine or life does not prove 
that evangelists as a group are 
wrong, or that evangelism is 
wrong. I do not say that wrong 
methods have never been used in 
revival campaigns. But I do say 
that the evangelists and revivals 
are in God’s plan, that mass evan- 
gelism must last as long as apos- 
tolic Christianity lasts, and that 
any errors in their doctrine or 
morals or methods have never been 
typical and have never justified 
the attacks on evangelists and on 
mass evangelism. 

In this discussion I want to show 
that evangelists do bear, and ought 
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to bear, the reproach of Christ; 
that the thing “wrong” with evan- 
gelists is that they are right. In 
another article, later, I want to 
answer specific charges against 
evangelists and mass evangelism. 


I. When Evangelists Are Hat- 

ed and Accused It Is Usually 

Because They Are Right, Not 
Because They Are Wrong 


Where one person has it in for 
evangelists and mass evangelism 
because some evangelists did 
wrong, ten people have it in for 
evangelists because they do right! 
Where an evangelist has one ene- 
my because he preached false doc- 
trine, the evangelists will have one 
hundred enemies because they are 
faithful to a revealed gospel in the 
Bible. Where one evangelist loses 
confidence by compromising the 
truth and not preaching the Bible, 
there will be a hundred other evan- 
| gelists whose preaching is so sharp 
and true and, Scriptural and faith- 
ful as to offend the wicked and 
worldly in the church and out. The 
main thing “wrong” with evange- 
lists is that they are usually right! 

Jesus was not crucified because 
He was bad, but because He was 
good. Stephen was not stoned to 
death because he was wrong, but 
because he was right! Paul was 
beaten with rods, was stoned and 
left for dead, fought the _ wild 
beasts at Ephesus, was continual- 
ly in perils by false brethren, in 
perils of the city and sea and 
country, in fastings and weariness, 
and finally had his head cut off, 
NOT because he was wrong in his 
because he was right! John Huss, 
Latimer, Ridley, and thousands of 
other saints were martyred be- 
cause they were true to Christ, not 
because they were false. John 
Bunyan spent twelve years in jail, 
not because he was wrong in his 
preaching but because he was 
right in it. Jeremiah in his dun- 
geon, living on bread and water 
because his sharp preaching did 
not please his hearers, John the 
Baptist having his head cut off 
because of his plain preaching 
against Herod’s adultery and other 
crimes, are -good examples for 
plain preaching evangelists. 
Charles Haddon Spurgeon, despised 
by the Baptist Union which he left 
because of its “downgrade tenden- 
cies," or modernism: John Wesley, 
forbidden to preach in many Epis- 
copal churches and preaching in 


the church yard with his father’s| 


tomb as a pulpit; Charles G. Fin- 
ney, opposed and slandered contin- 
ually by the ultra-Calvinistic Pres- 
byterians of his day as “too emo- 
tional,” “fanatical,” and using un- 
orthodox methods: D. L. Moody, 
aceused of getting rich on the gos- 
pel because his song book was so 
popular and sold in so many thou- 
sand copies (though every penny 
of profit was given away); and 
Billy Sunday, despised for his 
slang, his great crowds and his 
tremendous popularity by jealous 
preachers, saloon keepers and in- 
fidels—all these are in the same 
holy train, the same spiritual dy- 
nasty of God’s leaders. 

One of the best recommendations 
that evangelism and evangelists 
have is that they arouse opposition. 
Th® criticism which evangelists 
continually face is one of the best 
evidences of their apostolic Chris- 
tianity. | 

This is another way of saying 
that Satan hates the evangelists 
and the work of mass evangelism. 
So most of the opposition to evan- 
gelists is satanic opposition. 


Whether the criticism of evange-| 


lists is by infidels or by preach- 
ers, whether it is well intended or 
not, does not change the fact that 
Satan himself is out to down evan- 
gelism, is set on slandering evan- 
gelists and keeping people from 
hearing them preach. 

Why should Satan oppose a mod- 
ernistic preacher, who preaches no 
blood of Christ, who does not de- 
mand repentance, who does not 
believe the Bible, and does not car- 
ry out the Great Commission? The 
modernists do not bother the Devil 
and so naturally the Devil does not 
bother them very much. 

It is remarkable how respectable 
Christian Scientists are. They get 
more publicity in the papers, they 
can claim as followers some of the 
nicest people. But Christian Sci- 
entists do not teach that men need 


to be born again. They teach that, 


a 


“Man is the unfallen son of God.” 
They do not believe in the 
diety of Jesus Christ, they do 
not believe in His blood atone- 
ment, and they do not believe 
in the need for regeneration. 
They do not believe any of the fun- 
damental Bible doctrines. They do 
not even believe in the Devil! Why 
should Satan then slander Chris- 
tian Scientists and oppose them? 

Consider a sound pastor who be- 
lieves the Bible and who loves the 
Lord, one who has been truly con- 
verted, and yet never preaches 
against sin, never makes anybody 
angry, never perturbs the complac- 
ency of the lukewarm and self- 
righteous. Suppose that such a 
pastor rarely or never gets any 
one converted, which is true about 
thousands of preachers who are 
really saved. Why should Satan 
spend much time in opposition to 
such a pastor? He does not snatch 
any of Satan’s victims from his 
hands. He never gets a drunkard 
converted, nor gets a harlot made 
pure by the blood of Christ, nor an 
infidel made into a believer and 
saint. 

Why should Satan greatly tempt 
or slander or oppose such pastors? 
It is a sad fact that many, many 
pastors have no enemies, hurt no- 
body’s feelings, do not disturb 
backslidden Christians and do not 
convict lost sinners, by Spirit- 
filled, powerful, Bible preaching. 

But Jesus Christ died to save 
sinners. Right now in Heaven, the 
one thing that makes the Saviour 
rejoice, and all the angels, and the 
saints in the presence of the an- 
gels, is to hear that one sinner has 
repented. The salvation of sinners 
is the one thing dearest to the 
heart of God. And you may be 
sure that anything that gets sin- 
ners converted is the thing that 
Satan hates most. 


In great congregations all over 
America, I have put it to a test by 
actual count and have found that 
four out of five of all the church 
members attending my _ services 
were won to Christ in evangelistic 
campaigns! Then if Satan hates 
the spread of real Christianity, he 
hates the conversion of sinners, he 
will hate evangelists. But if Sat- 
an hates preaching on the blood, he 
will hate evangelists; for all of the 
evangelists I ever heard about 
preached on the blood of Christ. 
If Satan hates the preaching of the 
new birth, the absolute necessity 
of regeneration, he will hate evan- 
gelists, if all evangelists preach 
“Ye must be born again!” 


Satan hates evangelists because 
they are right not because thev 
are wrong. Satan starts criticism 
against soul winners, because they 
ARE soul winners, because they 
DO believe the truth, because they 
DO get results from God, because 
they ARE really called of God to 
the mighty work of saving souls. 
It is no strange thing that there is 
criticism of evangelists and of 
mass evangelism. 

If I were Satan I would hate 
evangelists. I would get all the 
infidels to talk about the evange- 
lists. I would arouse the saloon- 
keepers to run them down as they 
slandered Billy Sunday. I would 
cause the formal unconverted cler- 
gy to oppose evangelists as they 
did the work of D. L. Moody. If 
I were Satan, I would cause de- 
nominational leaders to oppose 
evangelism, because such leaders 
would have real influence with 
thousands. And that is just what 
Satan does. And Satan, being very 
wise, will deceive these, the very 
elect on this matter if possible. 
Satan, wherever he can, causes 
Christians to join in the attack and 
criticism of evangelists and of 
mass evangelism. 

Bear it well in mind, then, that 
evangelists are unpopular because 
they are right. The main thing 
“wrong” with the evangelists is 
that they are God’s men doing 
God’s will in winning souls. 

Il. Evangelism Must Bear the 
Reproach of Christ as Taught 
in the Scriptures 

Every evangelist must remem- 
ber the words of Jesus in John 
15:80: 

“If the world hate you, ye know 
that it hated me before it hated 
you. If ye were of the world, the 
world would love his own: but be- 
cause ye are not of the world, but 
I have chosen you out of the world, 
therefore the world hateth you. 
Remember the word that I said un- 
to you, The servant is not greater 
than his lord. If they have perse- 
cuted me, they will also persecute 
you; if y have kept my saying, 
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they will keep your's also.” 

Any Christian who follows 
Christ enough to be like Christ, 
and to force the issues Christ 
pressed upon people’s hearts, will 
be hated. God forgive us Chris- 
tians who have no enemies! God 
forgive us Christians who never 
lose a friend, never lose a job, nev- 
er are slandered, never are hated 
for Jesus’ sake! We are not much 
Christians, surely. 


On the same subject, consider 
what Jesus said as recorded in 
Luke 6:22, 23: 

“Blessed are ye, when men shall 
hate you, and when they shall sep- 
arate you from their company, and 
shall reproach you, and cast out 
your name as evil, for the Son of 
man’s sake. Rejoice ye in that 
day, and leap for joy: for, behold, 
your reward is great in heaven: 
for in the like manner did their 
fathers unto the prophets.” 

This is one of the great para- 
doxes of Scripture. We think that 
we are fortunate when men -love 
us, when they seek our company, 
when they praise us. Instead, here 
we are taught that we are blessed 
and fortunate when people hate us, 
when they separate us from their 
company, when they reproach us 
and cast out our name as evil, for 
the Son of man’s sake. And then 
we are told that any such persecu~ 
tion for Jesus’ sake should be the 
occasion of great rejoicing. ‘“Re- 
joice ye in that day, and leap for 
joy: for, behold, your reward is 
great in heaven: for in the like 
manner did their fathers unto the 
prophets.” 


Here we are taught that it is a 
wonderful and joyous thing to fol- 
low in the footsteps of others who 
were hated and persecuted for 
Jesus’ sake. The greatest reward 
in Heaven will be for those who 
have suffered reproaches and ill 
eputation for Christ. 

In II Timothy 3:12 Paul warns 
young Timothy who is to do the 
work of an evangelist, “Yea, and 
all that will live godly in Christ 
Jesus shall suffer persecution.” 

In Hebrews 13:12, 13, we are 
taught to follow the example of 
Jesus in displeasing the world and 
to bear His reproach. 

“Wherefore Jesus also, that he 
might sanctify the people with his 
own blood, suffered without the 
gate. Let us go forth therefore 
unto him without the camp, bear- 
ing his reproach.” 

Evangelists are “outside the 
gate.” In the very nature of the 
case, if evangelists are true to 
Christ they cannot be popular with 
many groups of people. They 
must expect to be slandered, mis- 
understood, criticized. Evangelists 
are to look for a day of. reward 
later. “For here we have no con- 
tinuing city, but we seek one to 
come.” 

It is true that every Christian 
ought to take to heart the passage 
quoted above. But the more thor- 
oughly a Christian takes that to 
heart, the more he will go to ex- 
tremes to win souls, and so will 
take on himself the reproach of 
Christ, as good evangelists do. 


Ill. The Very Nature of the 
Work of an Evangelist Makes 
More Enemies Than the Work 
of a Pastor or Teacher 

A nice expository sermon 
preached Sunday morning to a 
group of well-fed saints, preached 
without any particular application, 
preached with many quotations 
from learned commenfaries, does 
not arouse resentment. The 
preacher who does not mention the 
sins of his people (never preaches 
a so-called “negative gospel’’), who 
preaches only a few minutes, and 
never makes anybody uncomfort- 
able, will not have many enemies. 


The pastor who receives free tick. 
ets for his family to the principal 
theatre of his city, and who never 
reproves the movies, never 
preaches against drink, nor adul- 
tery, nor the dance, nor profanity, 
nor worldliness of any kind, will 
not be in reproach like the good 
evangelists are, 


It is inherent in the work of an 
evangelist that he preaches a cer- 
tain kind of message. This is plain- 
ly stated in the command Paul 
gave to Timothy, by divine inspir- 
agion, in II Timothy 4:2 and 5: 
“Preach the word; be instant in 
season, out of season; reprove, re- 
buke, exhort with all longsuffer- 
ing and doctrine . .. But watch 
thou in all things, endure afflic- 
tions, do the work of an evange- 
list, make full proof of thy minis- 
try.” Timothy, in order to “do the 
work of an evangelist,” was com- 
manded to reprove, rebuke, and 
exhort and to do it with all long- 
suffering (that is, continually, re- 
peatedly, not getting discouraged) 
and with doctrine, backing up his 
reproof with Scripture. That kind 
of preaching hurts people’s feel- 
ings. Therefore, Timothy was to 
expect to “endure afflictions” ag he 
did the work of an evangelist. 
Hard preaching against sin, re- 
proof and rebuke, followed by af- 
flictions, are the lot of the man 
who honestly, obediently, Scrip- 
turally does the work of an evan- 
gelist. So the Scriptures specifi- 
cally state in II Timothy 4, verses 
1 to 5. 

I am for expository preaching; 
I do much of it in my revival cam- 
paigns. But any revival preaching, 


whether expository or topical, 
must have a cutting edge. It must 
have stern application. As Dr. L. 


R. Scarborough, great evangelist 
and late president of Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, 
used to tell us, his students, in his 
class in evangelism: “Any end of 
the gospel will do, just so it is the 
hot end.” Any gospel preaching 
that does not rebuke sin, does not 
arouse conviction, does not ‘show 
what God’s Word says about his 
wrath upon sin and the eternal 
punishment of unrepentant sinners, 
will not be successful preaching to 
the unsaved. And any evangelist 
who seeks to have a great ingath- 
ering of the lost without getting 
Christians revived, getting them to 
penitently forsake their worldliness 
and set out to do the will of God 
in their lives and to win souls, will 
fail of the great revivals which he 
seeks and for which he prays. 
Evangelistic predching rebukes 
and reproves and cuts, and there- 
fore, it makes enemies. Thus the 
evangelist who is commanded to so 
preach is warned that he must 
“endure afflictions.” These com- 
mands and teachings are all in the 
same passage and God meant them 
to go together for the.man who 
is to “do the work of an evange- 
list.” 

John the Baptist was an evan- 
gelist who stressed repentance. 
Multiplied thousands came to him 
at Jordan River and were bap- 
tized, confessing their sins. But 
the Pharisees and Sadducees who 
wanted to be baptized without re- 
pentance were refused, and so hat- 
ed him. Such a preacher as John 
the Baptist had to declare Herod’s 
sin in taking his brother’s wife. 
No doubt Herod thought he was 
meddling, Herodias hated him ter- 
ribly, and had his head cut off. 
Evangelist John found that he had 
to endure afflictions when he did 
the work of an evangelist. But I 
am sure when he got to Heaven 
and when he finally met the un- 
numbered thousands to whom he 
had proclaimed the Saviour and 
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whom he had seen converted un- 
der his ministry, that he was well 
satisfied with the persecution he 
had received for Christ’s sake. 
Evangelist John the Baptist will 
have a great reward in Heaven, 

The book of Acts is really the 
story of mass evangelism. There 
were many cases of personal soul- 
winning in the book of Acts, of 
course, but remember that that is 
the way it is in all great mass 
evangelism movements that are 
blessed of God. Actually, Peter, 
John and Paul, Apollos and Barna- 
bas were principally evangelists 
and were carrying on large scale 
mass evangelism, preaching the 
gospel to crowds, pressing might- 
ily for decision for Christ, getting 
thousands saved. 


And was all sweetness and light 
for these New Testament evange- 
lists? Not at all! Read an exam- 
ple of what happened to them as 
told in Acts §:40-42: 


“And to him they agreed: and 
when they had called the apostles, 
and beaten them, they commanded 
that they should not speak in the 
name of Jesus, and let them go. 
And they departed from the pres- 
ence of the council, rejoicing that 
they were counted worthy to suf- 
fer shame for his name. And daily 
in the temple and in every house 
they ceased not to teach and 
preach Jesus Christ.” 

It is refreshing tc see that soul 
winners were as much criticized 
in New Testament times as they 
are criticised now. The apostles 
were beaten for their continual 
preaching in getting people saved. 
But they were not sad; they re- 
joiced that they were counted 
worthy to suffer shame for His 
name. And they did not stop 
winning souls. Rather, “daily in 
the temple, and in every house, 
they ceased not to teach and 
preach Jesus Christ.” What an ex- 
ample for evangelists and soul 
winners everywhere! : 

Do you want to Kfiow why these 
apostles suffered? Then I will tell 
you. . It was not because they had 
Bible conferences and explained 
the beautiful imagery of the songs 
of Solomon, It wags not because 
they showed a model of the taber- 
nacle and taught the wonderful 
significance of its furniture. It 
was not because they preached de- 
votional and tender, comforting 
messages from the Psalms. Under- 
stand, ail these have their place, 
but they do not bring reproach 
such as came upon these apostles. 

What, then, did they preach 
that brought upon them this beat- 
ing, this warning, this reproach? 
Go back to Acts 5:27, 28 and read: 

“And when they had brought 
them, they set them before the 
council: and the high priest asked 
them, Saying, Did not we straitly 
command you that ye should not 
teach in this name? _ and, behold, 
ye have filled Jerusalem with your 
doctrine, and intend to bring this 
man’s blood upon us.” 

The offense of these evangelistic 
apostles is very obvious. They 
had filled Jerusalem with their 
doctrine or teaching about Christ 
being the resurrected Saviour, and 
had pointedly declared that His 
crucifiers were murderers! What 
sharp application! What reproof 
of sin' What holy boldness! No 
wonder people hated these apos- 
tles. They were too evangelistic 
in their preaching! But when 
they were beaten they did not 
stop. Rather, they continued daily 
in the temple, and in every house 
preaching and teaching Jesus 
Christ and getting people con- 
verted. 

Every one who wants to win 
souls had just as well accept it as 
a fact that there is certain afflic- 
tion, certain reproach that is in- 
herent in the work of an evange- 
list or soul winner. 

D. L. Moody, before he went to 


England and became famous, was 
known throughout the Chicago 
area as “Crazy Moody.” The work 
of an evangelist necessarily in- 
volves the reproach of Christ. 


Billy Sunday did not come in for 
the scorn of the multitudes when 
he gave up baseball, with a sal- 
ary of several hundred dollars a 
month, to become religious secre- 
tary of a.Y. M. C. A. at $83 a 
month. Only when he got into 
full-time evangelistic work did he 
begin to be hated; when he actual- 
ly was used of God to turn men 
from drunkenness to. sainthood, 
and his preaching offended world- 
ly church members, along with the 
saloon keepers and gamblers. 
There is an offense necessarily 
connected with the work of an 
evangelist. 


IV. Sadly Enough, Many 

Christians Join in the Attack 

on Evangelists and Mass 
Evangelism 

Do you think that the enemies 
of evangelists and of evangelism 
are all outside the church? If 
you do think so, you are mistaken, 
Atheists, of course, are against 
evangelists, But it is surprising 
and sadly true that worldly pas- 
tors are even more against evan- 
gelista Saloon keepers fought Bil- 
ly Sunday, but not as openly nor 
as effectively as did some denomi- 
national leaders, some Christian 
educators, and some fundamental 
Bible conference speakers! 

The Devil hates revivals, of 
course, and the Devil’s crowd is 
against revival. But ungodly men 
cannot start a revival and they 
cannot stop one, Saloon keepers 
and modernists cannot have the, 
power of God upon them and be 
used in a revival campaign. Like- 
wise, they cannot prevent one. It 
is the people of God who prevent 
revival. It is the people of God 
who do the most harm to evange- 
lists and evangelism. ; 

In the last twenty-five oe 
masS8 evangelism has been strong 
ly condemned and greatly unpop- 
ular. As a result, modernism has 
made overwhelming strides. World- 
liness, child delinquency, crime of 
every kind, atheism and opposi- 
tion to the Bible have multiplied 
overwhelmingly. Christianity it- 
self has suffered the greatest re- 
lapse and loss of influence dur- 
ing this period when mass evan- 
gelism was frowned upon that it 
has ever suffered in America. And 
after many years of study I have 
come to the conclusion that this 
organized opposition to evangelists 
and evangelism, this boycott of 
mass evangelism was. brought 
about by leaders in the churches 
who, for one reason or another, 
opposed evangelism and evange- 
lists. . 

Now «strangely enough, this 
clear teaching that many in the 
churches would oppose evangelism 
and evangelists is taught in the 
Scripture. 

For example, in Acts, chapter 
20, Paul the apostle comes back 
to Ephesus where he had spent 
three years. There he calls to- 
gether, in the little seaport town 
of Miletus, the Epesian elders and 
speaks to them. Listen to his 
warning: 

“Take heed therefore unto your- 
selves, and to all the flock, over 
the which the Holy Ghost hath 
made you overseers, to feed the 
church of God, which he hath pur- 
chased with his own blood, For I 
know this, that after my depart- 
ing shall grievous wolves enter in 
among you, not sparing the flock. 
Also of your own selves shall men 
arise, speaking perverse things, to 
draw away disciples after them.” 
—Acts 20:28-30. 

False teachers would come, 
grievous wolves would come in 
among the flock. These elders 
were to watch and protect the 
flock, But sadly, Paul reminds 
them that “also of your own selves 
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shall men arise, speaking perverse 
things, to draw away disciples 
after them.” Among these same 
elders there would arise some who 
would oppose Paul and his teach- 
ing and lead people into sin and 
wrong. 

In the same chapter where Paul 
commanded Timothy to “preach 
the word ... reprove, rebuké,” 
and to “endure afflictions, do the 
work of an evangelist, make full 
proof of thy ministry,” he tells 
how he himself is reproached and 
forsaken by those Christians who 
should have stood by him. 

Paul writes, “For Demas hath 
forsaken me, having loved this 
present world” (II Tim. 4:10). He 
continues: 

“Alexander the coppersmith did 
me much evil: the Lord reward 
him according to his works: Of 
whom be thou ware also; for he 
hath greatly withstood our words. 
At my first answer no man stood 
with me, but all men forsook me: 
I pray God that it may not be laid 
to their charge.’’—II Tim. 4:14-16. 


Alexander the coppersmith stood 
right up in public and opposed 
Paul’s teaching and preaching. 
And not a single person stood up 
to defend Paul or take his part! 
“All men forsook me,” said the 
aged apostle, almost ready to go 
to Heaven. It was bad enough 
for the Roman government to 
chop off Paul’s head, but even 
while the paean of praise, the tri- 
umphal shout was on his lips, “I 
have fought a good fight, I have 
finished my course, I have kept 
the faith: For I am now ready to 
be offered, and the time of my de- 
parture is at hand,” he had to add 
that Demas had forsaken him, 
Alexander the Coppersmith op- 
posed him publicly, all his friends 
forsook him, and nobody stood by 
him in the church! 

As men backslide and lose their 
first love for Christ, they turn 
against evangelism and evange- 
lists. As preachers lose their early 
zeal and get settled down to well 
paid jobs in the church or on the 
Bible conference platform, they 
turn against evangelism and evan- 
gelists, oftentimes. If a preacher 
is not willing to preach plainly and 
sharply against sin among the 
church members, if he is not will- 
ing to pay the price for the power 
of the Holy Spirit upon his preach- 
ing, to cut and burn and challenge 
and stir to revival, then you may 
be sure he will not stand up for 
evangelists and evangelism. He 
will not be willing to take upon 
him the reproach of Christ. 

All true evangelists must expect 
to take on them the _ reproach 
which has always followed the 
men who are all-out for Christ and 
soul-winning. And much of this 
reproach will come from within 
the church and from among church 
members. 

Read the life of John Wesley 
and you will find that many places 
he was opposed by the clergy, the 
Church of England rectors who 

cused him of the very things 
that people accuse evangelists of 
today. “Enthusiasm” was one of 
the principal sins of which John 
Wesley was accused! He was ac- 
cused of emotionalism, sensation- 
alism; it was said that his con- 
verts did not last. 

Read The Autobiography of 
Charles G. Finney and you will see 
that many of the preachers of his 
day openly opposed him. He was 
accused of fanatical methods, of 
extreme emotionalism, and it was 
said repeatedly that sensational 
conversions like those in the Fin- 
ney meetings would not prove 
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genuine, The same kind of oppo- 
sition by church people has been 
experienced by all true evange- 
lists, I suppose. 

The opposition against evange- 
lism, in some quarters today, is 
very bitter. It is particularly bit- 
ter among modernists. But 
strangely enough, in some funda- 
mental circles the opposition to 
evangelists and mass evangelism 
is just as bitter and unreasoning. 
Dr. Louis Sperry Chafer in his 
book, True Evangelism, says 
frankly that the book is written 
to bring about “less demand for 
the modern evangelist or his meth- 
ods (p. iii). On page 5 Dr. Chafer 
says: 

“This discussion of false 
forces in evangelism will be 
limited to three general as- 
pects—-viz., Men, Methods, and 
Messages. 

“MEN—By this term refer- 
ence is made to a class of men 
in the ministry called ‘evan- 
gelists,’ and on whom the 
church has come to depend 
so largely for her activity in 
evangelism.’ 

The class of men in the ministry 
called evangelists are, says Dr. 
Chafer, a false force in evange- 
lism. He says that the methods 
of evangelists are wrong, partic- 
larly in giving a public invitation 
to confess Christ immediately and 
in urging Christians to do person- 
al soul-winning everywhere and 
with all classes of people. He 
says that in messages, the evan- 
gelists are wrong because they 
preach against sin, usurping the 
place of prophets, and that they 
teach the Word of God, usurping 
the place of pastors and teachers. 
etc. 

Commenting on this strange 
book by a fundamental Bible 
teacher, a famous college presi- 
dent wrote me as follows: “In 
taking my Master’s degree in his- 
tory I chose as my thesis topic, 
‘The Vocational Evangelist in 
America From 1865 to 1915.’ In 
doing research for the thesis, I 
was struck again and again with 
the fact that the criticism brought 
against the evangelist by the new 
social gospel crowd, which was 
just springing up at that time, 
and the ungodly, was echoed in 


the resolutions passed by the va- 
rious church councils, synods, con- 
ventions, and assemblies in an ef- 
fort to check and control. These 
criticisms are suggestions Dr. Cha- 
fer simply repeats.” 

The infidels start slanders and 
reproaches on evangelism and 
evangelists. Synods, conventions, 
presbyteries and conferences of 
the modernistically controlled de- 
nominations passed _ resolutions 
along the same line.. Then here 
comes a godly man who believes 
all the Bible and passes on the 
same kind of criticism of evange- 
lists! 

Evangelists had just as well ex- 
pect to face criticism and. re- 
proach, even as Paul the apostle 
did for the same kind of preach- 
ing and teaching and soul-winning 
in the power of the Holy Spirit. 


V. Why Many Christian Lead- 
ers and Preachers Criticise 
Evangelists and Evangelism 


Why do some Christian leaders 
oppose evangelism and evange- 
lists? I think that can be an- 
swered reasonably and accurately 
in such a way that the answer can- 
not be successfully questioned., 

First, when men go wrong on 
the great doctrines that are a part 
of evangelism, a part of the Great 
Commission, then they criticise 
evangelists and evangelism. 

It goes without saying that mod- 
ernists would be against evange- 
lism. They are against preach- 


ing salvation by the blood, a mi- 


raculous regeneration wrought in 
the lifé of the convert by the Holy 
Spirit when he, with a penitent 
heart, trusts Christ for salvation. 
Every evangelist that I ever heard 
of believes in the virgin birth of 
Christ, believes in His blood atone- 
ment, believes in the new birth. 
believes in a Hell of eternal tor- 
ment, and a Heaven for redeemed 
ones. Modernists who do not be- 
lieve the essential doctrines of 
Christianity are naturally opposed 
to evangelists and evangelism. 
And sad it is that many preach- 
ers who do not yet call themselves 
modernists have begun to slip on 
the vital doctrines of Christianity. 
Many preachers, for example, do 
not like to hear preaching on Hell. 
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They think it offends the modern 
mind. They think that it is crude. 
If they told the exact truth, many 
pastors who oppose evangelism 
would have to admit that they do 
not believe what the Bible teaches 
about Hell and what Jesus 
preached about it. That is, the 
seat of much opposition to evan- 
gelists and evangelism. A pastor 
who sat on the platform the first 
Sunday night of a union campaign 
in Canada where I preached, was 
greatly offended by my sermon on 
Hell. “Maybe I am wrong, not 
to believe in Hell,” the preacher 
said, “but this evangelist made 
everybody think I was a fool for 
doubting about Hell.” Naturally 
he was not for evangelists and 
evangelism of any fundamentally 
sound kind, 


Many pastors oppose evangelists 
and evangelism because of a here- 
sy that has crept into the lives of 
many pastors and teachers con- 
cerning the Holy Spirit. All great 
soul-winning evangelists believe in 
a definite enduement of power of 
the Holy Spirit. So did Charles 
H. Spurgeon, so did John Wesley, 
so did Charles G. Finney, so did 
D. L. Moody, so did R. A. Torrey, 
so did J. Wilbur Chapman. Ter- 
minology may differ but all these 
great soul-winners mentioned, with 
the half dozen leading evangelists 
in the world today, believe that 
Christians need and can have a 
definite enduement of power for 
soul-winning. Some _ evangelists 
like Moody and Finney and 
Charles Spurgeon called this en- 
duement “the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit.” These evangelists do not 
mean talking in tongues, do not 
mean sinless perfection. They sim- 
ply mean that a Christian can 
have the power of God upon him 
to do the Lord’s work, and’ that 
we should wait upon God for this 
power as did Bible Christians. But 
the Plymouth Brethren heresy has 
crept into fundamental circles, 
teaching that no Christian ought 
to pray for the Holy Spirit, and 
that there is no condition to the 
fullness of Gods power except sur- 
render. This teaching opposed D. 
L. Moody, became strong, against 
R. A. Torrey before he died, The 
same opposition has been against 
evangelists all along, the kind of 
evangelists who insist that Chris- 
tians need to be filled with the 
Holy Spirit, need to wait on God 
for His power. That is a simple 
matter but one of tremendous im- 
portance and shows how Bible 
teachers often turn against evan- 
gelists after some heresy in doc- 
trine creeps in. 

In the same way the ultra- 
dispensationalists have turned 
against mass evangelism: One 
most outspoken has been particu- 
larly bitter against eyangelists. 
Evangelists, the union evangelists 
who have been most greatly used 
of God in winning thousands of 
souls, almost with one accord be- 
lieve that the Bible is a unit, and 
that all of it has its meaning for 
us today. They believe that the 
Great Commission is for Christians 
today, the Lord’s prayer, the 
sermon on the mount, the book of 
Acts, the gospels as well as the 
epistles. 

The hyper-dispensationalists who 
have chopped the Bible into pieces 
and thrown some of the pieces 
away naturally feel that the 
evangelists are very crude and 
ignorant, and so oppose them 
heartily. 

Wherever hyper-Calvinism has 
grown aggressive, it has been 
against evangelism. By hyper- 
Calvinism we mean the doctrine 
that unduly stresses foreordina- 
tion and predestination, and so 
emphasizes God’s part im. the 
salvation of sinners to the dis- 
credit of all human agencies. The 
original Calvinists believed, for 
example, that if anybody was go- 
ing to be saved, he would be saved 
without any .Christian bothering 
about it. That argument was 
used against foreign missions. In 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, it was 
used against a revival in a local 
church. Primitive Baptists in the 
South, some Reformed churches 
and some Presbyterian . groups 
have been turned against Evange- 
lism by this heresy. This hyper- 


—— 


—— 


Calvinism is the backbone of Dr. 
Chafer’s book, True Evangelism, 
wherein he seeks to show that 
about all Christians can do abeut 
soul-winning is to pray, that the 
Holy Spirit does most of the rest, 
and that any human methods are 
undesirable and unnecessary. 
Wherever such false doctrine 
enters in, then, of course, opposi- 
tion to evangelism, the carrying 
out of the Great Commission, nat- 
urally follows. 

Second, worldliness in the lives 
of pastors and people naturally 
leads to opposition to evangelism 
and evangelists. 

Evangelists are commanded to 
“reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
longsuffering and doctrine.’? All 
Spirit-led evangelists know that 
it is impossible to have a great 
revival until the people of God | 
penitently turn from their sins and | 
set out to win souls and follow the 
Great Commission. Second Chron- 
icles 7:14 says, “If my people, 
which are called by my name, shall 
humble themselves, and pray, and 
seek my face, and turn from their 
wicked ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, 
and will] heal their land.” Revival 
really depends upon the people of 
God. God is ready to give revival 
when Christian people do right, 
clean up their lives, forsake their 
Sins, set out.to win souls, are 
filled with the Spirit so their 
testrmonies can be effective 

It inevitably follows that effec- 
tive evangelists must preach 
against sin, against the sins of 
church members as well as the 
sins of lost sinners. So did Wes- 
ley, so did Spurgeon, so did Fin- 
ney, so did Moody, so did Torrey 
and Chapman and Billy Sunday. 
But if pastors and church mem- 
bers are worldly and coldhearted, 
they will not like such preaching. 


They will be offended. And then 
to excuse themselves, they will 
naturally find fault with the 
evangelist. 

In St. Louis I was in revival 


services with a certain church. 
When I preached on the worldli- 
ness of Lot, how he made money 
his God, called the wicked his 
brethren, took up the habits of 
Sodom and let Sodom get his chil- 
dren, I was surprised to find that 
the pastor disliked it. He said 
that it embarrassed his Sunday 
School teachers. He said that 
such Scriptures ought not even to 
be read in the church. He was 
offended when I mentioned the 
lewdness of the movies, when I 
urged Christians to come out and 
be separate and live holy lives. I 
found that he was encouraging his 
people to go on in sych matters. 
Privately he told leaders who pro- 
tested to him, “I did not tell you 
to quit the movies. Go ahead and 
do as you please.” After a greal 
deal of prayer I mentioned the 
matter to the pastor and asked 
him frankly if he himself did not 
regularly attend the movies. He 
hummed and hawed and confessed 
that he did. He himself was 
worldly. He wanted no night of 
prayer in his church. He wanted 
no preaching on separation and 
holy living. He himself was 
worldly and powerless. So he did 
not like such preaching on the 
part of the evangelist. The next 
evangelist he had in his church 
left a week before the announced 
campaign was finished. Such 
pastors are not friends of evange- 
lism nor friends of evangelists. 
Their criticism is inevitable. 
Pastors who are lodge members 
are likely to be against evangelists 
and evangelism. Pastors who 
smoke cigarettes and see no harm 
in a glass of beer now and then, 
are against evangelism. Pastors 
who give dances for their young 
people are not for evangelists and 
evangelism. Worldliness is the 
natura] enemy of evangelism. 
And third, there is, sad to say, a 
bitter jealousy on the part of some 
pastors and Bible teachers toward 
the evangelist. The evangelist is 
given a higher place in the Script- 
ures than the pastor or teacher 
(Eph. 4:11). Evangelists regul- 
larly have greater crowds. The 
way to have Billy Sunday crowds 
is to have Billy Sunday preaching 
and Billy Sunday results. The; 
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Bible teacher or preacher who goes 
out and gets as many people saved 
as Billy Sunday, will get as large 
crowds as Billy Sunday. But of 
course those who do not pay the 
price for that power and do not 
have those results, may resent the 
greater crowds and other evidences 
of, success that accompany the 
evangelist. 

One of the greatest opposers of 
evangelists today in fundamental 
circles in America was once pastor 
of an historic church for a good 
many years. He himself did not 
give public invitations, did not 
have evangelists to lead in revival 
campaigns. His crowd dwin- 
dled and dwindled. He preached 
the auditorium empty. He was 
asked to resign and did not. Fi- 
nally he was ousted and a young 
man, with the experience as an 
evangelist, was called as pastor. 
That defeated and unsuccessful 
man now is among the foremost in 
calling evangelists racketeers. He 
says that they give a public invi- 
tation in order to enhance their 
reputation and increase their in- 
come! 

It is noteworthy that the man 
who themselves win the most souls 
are the most sold on evangelism. 
The men who win the fewest souls 
are the greatest critics of evange- 
lism in the church of Christ. Men 
who themselves are relatively un- 
successful as sou] winners are 
often jealous of evangelism. 

I have before me a letter from 
a distinguished Christian leader, 
one of the most successful and 
popular of pastors, with a church 
of thousands of members. He has 
conducted many soul-winning cam- 
paigns. He has won multitudes to 
Christ. Concerning these attacks 
on evangelism he writes to me: 

“One of the most disheartening 
things I find now is the crying 
down of mass evangelism by near- 
ly every one who writes on the 
subject. If that is al] the faith 
we have, God pity us. My own 
conviction is that mass evangelism 
is as much the method of God in 
the propagation of His gospel as 
salvation by grace is His offer to 
the sinner. 

“Here is my deep conviction 
about the matter of these writers. 
They have given up on mass 
evangelism for two reasons. First, 
it is difficult to havea revival at 
this present time due to the con- 
fused world and so many allure- 
ments. Because it is difficult, 
these fellows who never could con- 
duct a revival at any time have a 
good opportunity to ‘save face’ 
by saying the day of mass evange- 
lism is past. Sometimes when I 
get into a hard situation, I seek 
an alibi, too. But I pray God that 
I shall never turn traitor to His 
method.of turning men from dark- 
ness. 

“Second, the other reason is 
many preachers,. scholars, with 
reputations, won't pay the price 
for a revival. They like to lecture, 
write books and do, things that do 
not cost any of their blood. They 
are void of compassion and they 
try to discredit the men who do 
have compassion and who are pay- 
ing the price as they stand in the 
breach between this world and the 
coming judgment.” 

I believe that the distinguished 
brother quoted above is right in 
his analysis. People who them- 
selves never have great revivals 
try to ‘save face’ by making an 
alibi. They say that the time for 
mass evangelism is past. Or they 
say that they have some better 
way .than that. And then these 
men who are not willing to pay the 
price in blood and sweat and tears 
for revival, discredit the men who 
do have the compassion and the 
burden and are willing to pay the 
price for revival. 

Let evangelists, then take up the 
cross and bear it for Jesus’ sake! 
Must Jesus bear the cross alone, 

And all the world go free? 

No; there’s a cross for every one, 

And there’s a cross for me. 


Again the poet says: 


Must I be carried te the skies 
On flowery beds of ease, 
While others fought to win the 
prize, 
And sailed through bloody seas? 


Sure, I must fight if I would reign; 
Increase my courage, Lord. 
I’ll bear the cross, endure the pain, 


Supported by Thy Word. 
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strength of his soul, “God forbid 
that I should glory, save in the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
by whom the world is crucified 
unto me, and I upto the world,’ “ 
(Gal. 6:14). 


The Cross Has Become a 
Golden Trinket 

I believe it is one of the strang- 
est enigmas of our age and cer- 
tainly a grave commentary that 
the cross has become a golden 
trinket! Paul never had that in 
mind when he gave us this glor- 
ious text. It is said that during 
the reign of terror of the French 
Revolution that one of the sadis- 
tic revelations of the day was 
that the people became so deprav- 
ed in’ their orgy of blood, in their 
lust for death, that little tiny 
guillotines were sold to the peo- 
ple by vendors and the people 
wore them about their necks. The 
cross has never been anything to 
be made of gold! The cross is a 
gruesome, ugly, grotesque symbol 
of the most torturous death that 
a man could die! The cross is a 
ghastly thing at the best! We 
would never think of wearing as 
decorative ornaments a hangman’s 
noose, an electric. chair. We 
would never think of wearing a 
guillotine. Remember, then, the 
Lord Jesus Christ said that He 
despised the shame of the cross. 
It was a loathsome thing. “Cursed 
is everyone that hangeth on a 
tree,’ saith the Scriptures. What 
an expose it is that the Chris- 
tianity of our day has permitted 
the cross to become a gadget in- 
stead of the symbol of death to 
sin, instead of the symbol of the 
death of self to life in Christ, in- 
Stead of the symbol] of the cruci- 
fied life of the believer! 

The cross that Paul gloried in 
is the only emblem of salvation. 
It is the grand and great theme 
of Christian preaching because 
the Lord of glory died -on it. 
That’s the reason. It is the focal 
point of everything that we be- 
lieve. 

Reasons for Glorying in the 

Cross 

Now there are very definite 
reasons why we should glory in 
the cross. There are very defi- 
nite reasons why we should re- 
gard it with reverence. We should 
glory in the cross because it re- 
veals the reality of sin. Living 
in a day when the doctrine of sin 
has been dissipated until it has 
all but disappeared by name and 
when it is ravaging the world as 
never before by force; when it is 
a very common thing in academic 
circles to refer to sin as prenatal 
predilection or an idiosyncrasy of 
personality or a poor behavioristic 
pattern or some other kind of 
cosmetic phraseology. Oh, how 
we need to understand again 
what sin did to Jesus Christ when 
He hung betwixed Heaven and 
earth on Calvary’s scaffold! We 
cannot fully appreciate the utter 
hideousness of sin until we get 
a glimpse of the awfulness of 
Calvary, until we see the length 
and the breadth to which the Son 
of God had to go to rescue the 
human race from the doom and 
the tomb of sin and death. It 
took the horror of the cross to 
reveal the wages of sin. What 
an incomparable scene as the ac- 
cumulated sin of all ages, with 
all of its damning power, was 
concentrated upon the Lamb of 
God, concentrated in hellish fury 
upon the spotless One of Heaven! 
Yea, the storm of the polluted 
breath of Hell vent itself upon 
Him! All the guilt of man from 
the fall downward was suffered 
in one day by man’s Saviour when 
He hung on the awful rack, writh- 
ing and twisting in the death that 
only He could die. At Calvary is 
seen al] the blackness of the de- 
luge. At Calvary is seen the 
lightenings and the burnings of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, Yea, even 
the awful cry of sin’s conse- 
quence; yea, even the agonizing 
wail of the lost, when He climbed 


the steep, rugged road and laid 


Himself upon the cross to be 
crucified by sin for us! Many 
clandestine, black and révolting 


works of sin have been seen, but: 


the cross reveals as does nothing 


ed 


else the depth to which sin plung- 
ed the races of men. Sin reveals 
its destructive treachery as never 
before when it attempted to re- 
tain as its spoil the Son of God 
as He hung upon that instrument 
of unspeakable torture. 


The Cross Reveals Jesus the 
Godman 

Sometimes we do not realize 
that the Lord Jesus Christ, when 
He dwelt upon this earth, was 
as much God as He was man, I 
do not believe there should ever 
should be a hyphen in His name. 
He was the Godman. You and I 
as mortal beings, created by God, 
are able to bear to a certain ex- 
tent the sin and the suffering 
that we cause, that comes to us 
personally in the journey of life. 
We are uni-personal beings. The 
Lord Jesus Christ was an inter- 
personal being. He was the only 
One who could bear away sin 
because He was the only One who 
had the capacity to bear it. When 
in Gethsemane’s garden He yield- 
ed to the will of the Father and 
the pressure of sin began to 
weigh down upon that great mind 
in which pulsed the thoughts of 
the Infinite, is it any wonder, 
under the weight of such billows 
of iniquity, such total guilt, that 
there began to seep and to drip 
from the very pores of His phys- 
ical body great drops of blood! I 
understand that medical history 
tells of one other man that sweat 
blood and that man directly died. 
We do not understand the hide- 
ousness of sin until we see the 
bleeding, tearing, suffering form 
of God in the flesh'on Calvary’s 
cross. 


The Cross Reveals the Love 

of God 

Then I say to you, we should 
glory in the cross of Jesus Christ 
because it reveals the love of 
God. Love was the everlasting 
and the only response to all the 
wickedness and hate that slew 
the Son of God. The most match- 
less three words the world knows 
anything about are the words, 
“God so loved!” The cross re- 
veals the love of God. 

One time a little girl was asked 
by her mother how much she 
loved her. It was a beautiful 
moonlight night. The little girl 
in poetic ecstasy replied to her 
mother, “Why, mother, I love you 
all the way from here to the stars 
and back again.” Oh, it is a real- 
ism that the Lord Jesus Christ 
actually loved depraved human 
nature, man; loved man all the 
way from the stars to the earth 
and back to the stars again. 

God through Christ loves us in 
a way that love has never been 
revealed or displayed otherwise 
since the world began. Take away 
the cross and there is no answer 
to the problem of sorrow, Take 
away the cross and there is no 
antidote to the deadly poison of 
worry. Take away the cross and 
there is no freedom from the har- 
assing tyranny of fear. But in 
the Christ of the cross and in 
the faith He imparts, even in the 
worst hour that can ever come 
upon us, even in the worst calam- 
ity that can ever befall us, we 
can be exultantly triumphant for 
“in all these things we are more 
than conquerors through Him 
that loved us.” (Rom.8:37). 


Nature Is No Demonstration 
of God’s Love 

I want to say to you that na- 
ture cannot fully demonstrate the 
love of God. In these days when 
there is so much aestheticism that 
is cheap, that needs to be said. 
Nature often has no mercy. Na- 
ture is exacting. Nature reveals 
the magnitude of God, the enor- 
mousness of God, the tremendous- 
ness of God, the vastness of God, 
the impenetrableness of the mind 
of God. Nature shows us the 


great and absolutely insurmount- 
able and unfathomable power of 
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God. Nature often shows God’s 
providential care and may reveal 
His wrath, but it cannot reveal 
His saving, forgiving mercy. 
Our papers were filled not so 
long ago with the story of belch- 
ing Vesuvius when the lava raced 
toward the sky and then raced 
toward the earth, making people 
even forget the havoc and the 
hell of war in the gurgling, erupt- 
ing, destructive, death-dealing 
power of nature gone mad. 


A few months ago there was a 
great earthquake in the midst of 
the sea that sent a tidal wave 
crashing across the earth to de- 
stroy everything that man made 
that was in its pathway, as well 
as the lives of hundreds unable to 


flee. Oh no, the love of God is 
n always seen in nature, The 
a@stheticism of God, the beauty 


of God is often seen in nature 
but nature is utterly unfeeling 
and oblivious to man and is al- 
ways conforming to the laws that 
God has set. Yes, we see the 
power of God in nature and His 
omnipotence terrifies men and 
makes them helpless. No, nature 
is no adequate revelation of the 
love of God. 


The World Is Full of Tragedy 

And then certainly, as we con- 
sider it, the providential occur- 
ences that happen daily, or we 
could say the current stream of 
history, is not in any particular 
sense a revelation of the love of 
God, No, indeed! History is too 
much tainted by human. sin. 
Every newspaper brings to us the 
story of endless tragedy. A great 
Sky liner silhouetted against the 
sky roars into an unseen moun- 
tain peak, instantly sending 
twenty-seven souls out into etern- 
ity and strewing wreckage and 
bodiés in a mass of unrecogniz- 
able charred debris for acres 
around! Facing the unexpurgat- 
€d truth, we realize that life is 
literally packed and filled with 
trials and tears, tragedy, death 
and heartache. The pain and sor- 
row and suffering of life is proven 
in these 
days when peace has come for at 
least a season approximately nine- 
teen thousand people committed 
suicide, preferring a plunge into 
the black unknown rather than 
face the realism of life and liv- 
ing. A diabolical philosophy spun 
in the brain of a madman turned 
the world into a maelstrom of 
death. Helpless men and women 
and innocent children were smash- 
ed out into eternity by every lethal 
weapon hate could forge to satisfy 
the lust for blood. Today the sur- 
vivors of the holocaust wander 
across the torn, ravaged face of 
Europe, staring skeletons. Some- 
times it seems the world has gone 
absolutely, raving, stark mad with 
the poison of hate. It seems as 
though Hell has burst through the 
crust of the earth and infected 
and infested humanity. No, this 
whirling old globe with its deep 
wounds and its aching heart, vic- 
tim of the ravages of sin is not 
enough proof of the leve of God. 


The Cross Is the Evidence of 
God’s Love 

The cross is the revelation of 
the love of God. The cross is the 
evidence of God's all-forgiving 
love, the highest, deepest devotion 
with which our heavenly Father 
could love the children of men. 
For there on that awful cross di- 
Vine and deathless love tell us 
that “while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us,” that He, the 
holy One of God who knew no 
sin, by a love before which our 
human senses fail in comprehen- 
sion, gave Himself as the sin of- 
fering for all mankind; paid, not 
part of the price, but the fuil 
price of our redemption to such 
a total extent that it is absolute 
truth that our sins become His 
sins, our agony becomes His agony, 
our death becomes His death and, 
thank God, His life becomes our 
life! 

. How God Intervened 

In my ~- evangelistic traveling 
back and forth across the nation 
Many, many times, _ especially 
in the. darkest hours of _ the 
war, people asked me the ques- 
tion, “Why doesn’t God intervene 


sins” 


and do something?” They would 
say, “If there is a God behind the 
scenes of history today, then why 
doesn’t He do something?’ What 
@ question and oh, how quickly 
the answer comes to mind when 
we know the Word of God! We 
replied without hesitation, with- 
out a moment’s waiting, that God 
has done all that could possibly 
be done. When we think about it, 
what more could God do than to 
send His only begotten Son into 
the stream of human life and into 
the stream of sin that was carry- 
ing humanity out into the perdi- 
tion of eternal lostness, and that 
glorious One stemmed the tide, 
stopped the current, yes, actually 
He became the antitoxin to sin 
so by faith we receive Him and 
His life pulsates within our life, 
making it eternal. We are brought 
into union with Him and made 
new creatures forever! What 
more could God possibly do than 
He did nineteen hundred years ago 
when the lovely -Lamb of God, 
when the Morning Glory of Heav- 
en, breached the gulf that separat- 
ed sinful man from a holy God 
and became by that act the bridge 
of reconciliation? Oh, certainly 
God can do no more than to give 
His only begotten Son as the sin 
offering for all mankind. What 
is God doing now? I know that 
He is working by His Spirit in the 
hearts of men, convicting them 
of sin, righteousness and judgment 
to come. But. I also know that 
those magnificent nail-scarred 
hands are stil] holding open the 
golden gates of grace, and while 
the world hisses and sizzles in 
the midnight of its own destruc- 
tive conflagration, the matchless 
Saviour holds open the gates of 
grace and asks that anybody that 
will come, come now before it is 
too late. 


Christ Gave His Life 

Oh, let me tell you that the 
Lord Jesus Christ did not need to 
die. He gave His life a ransom 
There was no one who could com- 
pel Him to die. After rising from 
His knees, from the excruciating 
hours of Gethsemane, He went 
and found the sleeping disciples 
and gently rebuked them for not 
watching. Suddenly through the 
still quietness of the night there 
came the bable of voices, the 
clanging metal, the tramp of 
marching feet. Then came Judas, 
despicable Judas, planting the 
most dastardly, black kiss that has 
ever been given upon the face of 
the Master. The Lord Jesus sud- 
denly looked at the Roman Legion 
with their sticks, staves and 
swords and when He did, they 
fel] before Him like dead men. 
His deity shone through His 
earthly body so that they were 
stunned and prostrated. They 
never could have pierced Him. No. 
the Word of God says, ‘He GAVE 
Himself a ransom for many’! 
Jesus Himself said, ‘I have power 
to lay down my life. I have 
power to take it up again. No 
man taketh my life from me’ 
(John 10:18). Again he _ said, 
“Greater love hath no man than 
this, that a man lay down his 
life for his friends’ (John 15:13), 
and then\He died as the Lamb of 
God, not for His friends only but 
for the vilest reprobate that ever 
spit in His beautiful face. The 
cross was the ultimate goal of His 
coming to the earth. That pur- 
pose was achieved when He cried 
with a loud voice, “It is finished!” 
Oh, my, how many men have tried 
to write of love~in this sensual, 
sordid, sinning age. John had the 
same task, but John had an ex- 
ample above any other. Wrote 
John with a fast beating heart 
and a glorious understanding of 
his matchless Lord: “Herein is 
love, not that we loved God, but 
that He loved us, and sent his 
Son to be the propitiation for our 
(I John 4:10). From the 
burning, yearning, compassionate 
days of His constantly repounced, 
repudiated and rejected love, to 
that terrible, unspeakable, inde- 
scribable night in the Garden of 
Gethsemane when He sweat blood, 
I say to you, He revealed the love 
of God beyond peradventure, be- 
yond argument, beyond mitiga- 
tion, beyond question, henceforth 
even forever. His scalding tears, 
His broken heart, His responsive 


soul, His tender cry to Heaven, 
“Father, forgive them; for they 
know not what they do,” reveal, 
display and expose a love so great 
that human language is beggared 
to describe it. Here we have defi- 
nite, visual, unmistakable, univer- 
sal proof of the love of God. It 
can never be doubted from that 
day forth. 


The Cross Is the World’s 
Only Hope 

Then we glory in the cross be- 
cause it is the world’s only hope. 
All too often we fall into that 
sad tragedy of deadening famil- 
iarity with spiritual] things. And 
we have been saying for years 
that Christ is the hope of the 
world. Let us never just get into 
a rut and say it because someone 
else said it. Let us believe it! 
And let us burningly, passion- 
ately, everlastingly live it! Christ. 
the world’s hope! We need the 
cross. This old starving, bleeding, 
mad world needs the cross. The 
cross is the one constant unehang- 
ing, enduring fact -.of history. 
While political programs and leg- 
islature acts are altered and 
changed from year to year, while 
nations lock and unlock in the 
conflicts of war, while men in an 
atomic age look for the specter of 
peace, the message of the cross 
has never been amended, Not 
one iota of its message has ever 
been changed as centuries have 
piled upon centuries. And wher- 
ever its glorious message has 
gone, men have been lifted from 


barbarism to Christianity, from 
heathen darkness to Christian 
light, and from the bondage of 


fearful superstition to the glories 
of Christian freedom, from the 
quagmire of filth, sensuality, sin, 
and shame, to the virtue of clean, 
lofty, holy living, from the endless 
maze of hopeless groping in awful 
darkness, to the clear, pure, white 
light of Christian guidance. 


Yes, men have been lifted from 
the terrible uncertainty of the un- 
known to abiding confidence in 
the Word of God. Men have been 
lifted by the power of the mes- 
sage of the cross from degrada- 
tion to constructive and worth- 
while living, from the false pre- 
cepts of a deceptive religion to 
the wonderful truths of the Word 
of God. It can be said that if 
this weary old world is to retain 
or regain any of its sanity, if any 
element of civilization is to escape 
this atomic destruction that is des- 
tined to come in our age, we must 
come back to the message of Cal- 
vary and it must be preached and 
lived as never before. If we want 
to see the revival our hearts long 
for, the great necessity of this 
hour is the preaching of the cross. 


What the Cross Does 


Charles Darwin, who very defi- 
nitely taught that we descended 
from ape-like creatures, visited 
the island of Tierra del Fuego on 
his scientific boat called’ the 
“Beagle.” There he found a race 
of Patagonians so low, so de- 
praved, so immoral that _ he 
thought perhaps they might be 
the missing link. Years later he 
rturned to the very same islands 
and to his utter astonishment he 
found there virtue, kindness, edu- 
cation and spirituality where there 
was once vice, cruelty and ignor- 
ance. When he questioned the 
natives, as to what caused this 
unusual, this remarkable and mir- 
aculous transformation, he was 
simply told that missionaries had 
come and preached the message 
of the cross. What an intereSting 
thing it is that from that day for- 
ward Charles Darwin, skeptic 
though he was, made an annual 
donation to the Patagonian Mis- 
sionary Society until the day that 
he died. 

The missionaries who came to 
those islands didn’t know any- 
thing about endocrine secretion 
or vitamins. Those missionaries 
didn’t know anything about per- 
sonality patterns, but they knew 
Jesus Christ and they had a mes- 
sage to preach. And it is that 
message and only that message 
that can transform men. What the 
power of the message of the cross 
has done in the islands of the seas 
where its message of love and 
hope has gone, is being told us 
today. 

On soldier in Guadalcanal wrote 
and said missions meant more to 
him than ever before because he 


had seen the transformation that |. 


a 


was wrought in the natives of the 
South Pacific. Another lad tells 
how our marines, landing one 
time on a strange island with their 
guns ready to fire, were received 
by Christian natives who took 
them and fed them and_ then 
showed them the best paths, the 
Surest way to travel for safety. 
American marines were greeted 
when they landed on one island 
with the words, “We are Chris- 
tians! We are Christians!” And 
then they said, “We put away our 
guns for we knew we didn’t need 
them.” Hundreds of wrecked and 
wounded aviators and sailors dis- 
covered that the reason that they 
were cared for tenderly and car- 
ried on stretchers for days across 
the mountainous jungles of New 
Guinea was because the “Fuzzy 
Wuzzys” there had received the 
gospel of Jesus Christ and they 
were Christians; »therwise, to fall 
into their hands would have been 
certain death! Interestingly 
enough, the Australians. called 
these messengers of mercy the 
“Fuzzy Wuzzy Angels.” 

I think one of the most beauti- 
ful stories of the war was the 
story of those lads who were tor- 


pedoed. In a small boat they 
finally made for an island. They 
were almost certain that it was 


held by the Japanese and it was. 
But there was no place else to go. 
There was only the high seas and 
death. So they said, “We'll take 
a chance.” They rowed their boat 
toward the shore. Natives had 
already spotted them and immedi- 
ately when their boat ground 
against the sand they were met 
and the natives took them by way 
oi secret passage up into the 
mountains and hid them in a cave, 
and then every day the natives 
came with the Word of God and 
those lads were led to Jesus Christ. 


The Reader’s Digest tells us in 
an article entitled “They made a 
Christian of me” how some lads 
were forced to live for sometime 
with the natives and several of 
them found Jesus Christ because 
of the Christ-like way the natives 
lived before them. Let me tell you 
if the cross of Jesus Christ can do 
that in the islands of the sea, it 
can do it for a broken, wrecked, 
sin-mad blood-soaked world. The 
cross is the greatest moral force 
there is. It is holding together 
the last vestige of this thing men 
call civilization. 


Things are bad. One cannot 
imagine them being much worse 
but you take the message of the 
cross of Jesus Christ and its re- 
deeming power fut of this world 
and you will see a reign of un- 
bridled lust, a chaos in which 
only the fittest survive and a 
nightmare in which men will leap 
at one another’s throat and the 
stronger will trample over the 
weaker. The world can never 
gain its equilibrium until it kneels 
at the foot of the cross. It is the 
unmistakable, everlasting proof of 
the unquenchable, unchangeable, 
eternal love of Almighty God. Its 
message alone can change the hu- 
man heart and fit it for the world 
God has prepared for them that 
love Him. 


The Power of the Cross 

What is the invincible power of 
the cross? In the first place it is 
the power of salvation. Without 
it man has no other source of 


salvation. “Neither is there sal- 
vation in any other: for there is 
none other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we 
must be saved” (Acts 4:12). From 
Genesis to Revelation there is a 


thoroughfare stained with the - 
blood that cleanses from sin. No 
sooner had man sinned than the 
Lord foretold the “seed of the 
woman” suffering for sin. Dr. 
Burrel rightly said, “From the 


first altar reared by the closed 
gate of Paradise there was a 


prophecy of the slain Lamb of 
God.” 


As the years passed the pro- 
phets declared with increasing 
vividness, with increasing accur- 
acy, of the coming sacrifice. David 
sang of it in the Messianic psalms. 
Isaiah drew a portrait of the 
agonizing Christ so realistically 
that one would almost think that 
he stood at the bottom of the hill 
of the skull and saw the whole 
scene. This same truth was em- 
phasized by Moses, by Daniel, by 
Zachariah, by Malachi. Malachi 
waved his torch in the twilight of 
the long darkness which closed the 
old economy and he said, ‘The Sun 
of righteousness will rise with 
healing in his wings’ ail 

Open the Book where you may 
and there looking out upon you is 
the matchless face of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, marred more than 
any other man’s, but. divinely 
beautiful, looking out upon you. 
All the rites and symbols of the 
Old Testament find -heir fulfil- 
ment in Christ crucified for the 
sinner. “Without shedding of 
blood is no remission” (Heb. 9:22). 
We must bring all of our lost to 
the foot of the cross if we would 
have that glorious salvation. 


In the words of the great Spur- 
geon, “Put away your money bags, 
they will not procure remission. 
Put away your bonds, they will not 
secure remission. Roll up your 
diplomas, they’ll never bring you 
remission. Forget your farm and 
barn filled with plenty, they will 
not get you remission. Boast not 
of your superior culture, it will 
not bring you remission. Record 
not the deeds of your philanthropy, 
they will not get you remission— 
and come! Ye ragged, filthy off- 
scouring of the world, penniless, 


come! Here in this Christ is re- 
mission.” 
“We cannot possibly be right 


with ourselves until we are right 
with God. The reason the world 
is in the throes of such terrible 
suffering and the souls of man 
afflicted with such a deadly mal- 
ady is because men are out of re- 
lationship and therefore out of 
fellowship with God. The cross is 
the sole means of reconciliation. 
Man is at enmity with man be- 
cause he is at enmity with God. 
The world will never be righted 
till men are right with God! 


Therefore listen, in the last an- 
alysis we are not forgiven because 
We repent and believe and confess 
but because Jesus Christ, the Lord 
of Glory, went up the long, steep 
road to Calvary, stretched Him- 
self upon that splintered instru- 
ment of death and died like a 
butchered animal before the eyes 
of men and God! He died in 
agony so great no one can de- 
scribe it! But in dying He brought 
the life. of God to men so that 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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The Enigma of the Cross 


(Continued from Page 5) 


they can be forgiven, restored 


forever. We have forgiveness be- 
eause He bore our sins in His own 
body on the tree. The  blood- 


gtained cross is the everlasting 


symbol of the salvation wrought 
by the Son of the living God. As 


long as that cross stands athwart 
of eternity, just so long can men 
rest in the glorious confidence 
that God for Christ’s sake granted 
the remission of sin. When the 
Lord Jesus Christ triumphantly 
said, “It is finished,”’ the transac- 
tion was completed. Pardon, purg- 
ing, power and peace were made 
possible. By that transforming 
power the vilest sinner can be 
eome the greatest saint. The low- 
est reprobate can reach the 
heights of purity, sobriety and 
spirituality. 


The Cross Is the Power of 
Liberation 


The message of the cross is the 
only spower of liberation. You re- 
member how Jesus said, “The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me... 
to preach deliverance to the cap- 
tives” (Luke 4:18). Christ on the 
cross is earth’s one great libera- 
tor. When we seriously consider 
it we realize the power of libera- 
tion that is found in the cross is 
unexcelled! 


Dr. Chamberlain relates how 
one time he was preaching at the 
sacred city of Benares. There was 
a devotee who dragged himself 
many miles to the River Ganges, 
hoping that his sins would be 
taken away and that there would 
be an alleviation for that awful 
guilt and restlessness that was 
raging in his breast. He said, “If 
only I can but reach that river, 
plunge myself into its depths, the 
plaguing power of my sin will be 
gone.” Weak and emaciated from 
his long pilgrimage, he went to 
the river’s edge and praying to 
Gunga he crept into those filthy 
waters. Then withdrawing he lay 
upon the river’s bank and cried, 
moaning, “Oh, the pain is still 
there, the pain is still there!” 
That moment he heard a very soft, 
quiet but sure voice speaking 
from the banyan tree nearby. It 
was a missionary telling the story 
of the cross. The devotee listen- 
ed, drank it in and then he arose 
to his knees and unable to restrain 
himself, he said, ‘““That’s what I 
want, that’s what I want!” 

Yes, and it is what we all want! 
It is what the whole creation from 
time immemorial has been groan- 
ing for. He alone can liberate 
the captive of sin and set the pris- 
oner free. Bound and shackled in 
the enmeshment of sin, this Christ 
with his nail-scarred hands is the 
only One who can break the chains, 
open the door and set a man free. 


The Cross Guarantees God’s 
Promises 

Then, too, the cross is the guar- 
antee of every promise of God. 
The cross is the power of conso- 
lation. “For as the sufferings of 
Christ abound in us, so our con- 
solation also aboundeth by Christ”’ 
(II Cor. 1:5). Yes, we glory in 
the cross of Christ because of its 
sustaining comfort. It made possi- 
ble the coming of the Holy Spirit. 
He promised, “I will not leave 
you comfortless.” He pledges, “I 
am with you alway.” He entreats, 
“Let not your heart be troubled.” 
He assures us, ‘Your sorrow shall 
be turned to joy and your joy 
shall no man take from you.’ When 
we take our stand beneath that 
wondrous cross in all its majesty 
and when we gaze upon the One 
who died there to save us, we 
realize that He is the one great 
Grantor of every single promise in 
the Word of God, Then faith 
breathes a hope and qa joy that 
only God can impart. 

Take away the cross and every 
verity of the Christian faith is 
shattered and life becomes a dis- 
mal, dreary, animal existence with 
death as the only escape. But in 
the glory of our redemption on 
Calvary we can rise on the wings 
of faith like eagles soaring into 
God’s blue sky above anything 
that can be heaped upon us. Yes, 
even death itself holds no terror 
‘and we can exultantly sing that 


through him that loved us.” 


Once while I was holding a 
meeting in Brooklyn, New York, 
a woman with a face strangely 
beautiful in a mixture of sorrow 
and joy, told me at the close of 
the service how she had suffered 
the loss of first her husoand and 
then her splendid young son who 
was a pilot in the flak-filled skies 
of Germany. She lost them. both 
within the space of a few brief 
months. Looking at me with tear- 
filled eyes she said, “But oh, isn’t 
it wonderful that they both knew 
the Lord in a real way and it -vill 
just be a short time until I see 
them both again!” Even as she 
spoke the light of Heaven flooded 
her face!. And in my heart I 
thought, “Yes, in the hope of 
eternal life which God who cannot 
lie hath promised to them that 
believe.” Because this wonderful 
Saviour died we shall live, 
because He went down into the 
tomb and came forth again we al- 
so shall be raised from the dead 
to rejoice and reign with Him 
through endless eternity! No won- 
der that Bowring wrote, 


“In the cross of Christ I glory, 


Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of 
time; 


All the light of sacred story 


Gathers round its head 
sublime.” 
The good left in the world to- 
day is found solely in the fact 


that Christ died for it. The cross 
is the vital power of civilization 
and is responsible for whatever is 
left of love, peace, virtue and 
charity. 


How to Glory in the Cross 

Someone cried in great ~<lo- 
quence, “The history of human 
guilt culminates in the cross. The 
purposes of divine love are made 
intelligible at the cross. The rays 
of glory emanating from Christ 
are focused on the cross. The fin- 
ger of prophecy points to the 
cross. The mysteries of prophecy 
are unraveled at the cross. The 
serpent’s head is bruised at the 
cross. The strains of civilization 
begin to rise at the cross. All the 
great events of the gospel yield in 
importance tothe cross. The in- 
carnation was preparation for the 
cross. The transfiguration fore- 
shadowed the cross. The resurrec- 
tion was the complement of the 
cross. Pentecost was the first 
fruit of the cross. All the great 
doctrines of grace revolve around 
the cross. The new life with its 
peace and its joy which passes all 
understanding is born in the cross. 
The bitters of life are sweetened 
at the cross. Our condemnation 
is lifted at the cross. Our ruin is 


removed at the cross. Our slave 
chains are snapped and_ torn 
asunder at the cross. The world 


is stripped of its charm at the 
cross. The shadows of death are 
dispersed at the cross. The Heav- 
en of the ~edeemed is built upon 
the cross. The darkness of eter- 
nity is irradiated with brilliant 
light at the cross. Hallelujah for 
the cross!” 


We Must Accept the Christ of 
the Cross 

We should glory in the cross 
first of all by accepting the Christ 
who died there as our Lord and 
our Saviour. He lives to save us 
All the redeeming energies of His 
matchless grace are ours for the 
mere taking. The cross means 
absolutely nothing to you until you 
come to its foot and cry out to 
the One who died that you might 
live, “My Lord and my God!” The 
contemplation of Calvary should 
make you literally flee into the 
arms of the Redeemer who died for 
you. The basest ingratitude con; 
ceivable in the lowest abode of 
Hell is to gaze upon the twisting, 
writhing, suffering form of God’s 
Son in the agony of death for 
your sins and then turn your back 
and walk away! If you would 
properly appreciate the cross, first 
and foremost you must receive 
that Christ as your Lord and your 
Saviour. And then if you appre- 
ciate it you must live it. O God, 
help us in these days when there is 
such a shabby kind of Christian 
experience, when there is such a 
lack of vigor, vitality and sacrifice 
in Christianity—-God help us to be 
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Evangelists 


By Evangelist Robert J Wells 


Associate Editor 


Dr. Bob Jones, Sr., Has Blessed 
Meetings 
Dr. Bob Jones, Sr., Evangelist 


and president of Bob Jones Col- 
lege, has just concluded two very 
successful campaigns. He writes: 
“We had a great time in Craw- 
fordsville and also in Grand Rap- 


ids. I was in Grand Rapids in 
a big union tabernacle cam- 
paign twenty-nine years ago 
and in Crawfordsville in a sim- 
ilar campaign thirty-two years 
ago. Many of the leading Chris- 


tains in both cities are converts of 
those big campaigns. As _ you 
know we do not count conversions, 
but there were several] hundred de- 
I spoke 
at every high school in the coun- 
ty. We had a fine time with the 
young people. To give you an 
idea of the results in the meeting, 
one of the secretaries told me at 
the close of one night's service 
that he had 127 cards from peo- 
ple who had come forward say- 
ing they had accepted Christ.” 

Evangelist Chpman Has Good 

Meeting in Country Church 

Evangelist Kenneth Chapman 
has just concluded a fine meeting 
in a small country church abott 
ten miles from West Plains, Mis- 
souri. Brother Chapman reports 
that there were twenty conver- 
sions and many rededicationg on 
the part of Christians. Evangelist 
Chapman’s new address is North 
St. Louis Street, West Plains, Mis- 
souri. 

Evangelist Douglas Winn Reports 
Good Meetings 

Evangelist Douglas Winn of 
Martinsville, Virginia, has just 
concluded two good meetings, He 
reports: 

“There were thirty-four conver- 
sions in one week of meetings in 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, spon- 
sored by Johnnie Hope and the 
Youth for Christ ... 

“There were forty-two conver: 
sions in a brief campaign with 
Walter Crouse and the New Hope 
Baptist Church of Winston-Salem, 
North Carolina. One night a man 
came forward during the service 
and said: 

“*This church really needs a re- 
vival and I am one of the hinder- 
ing causes, I want to get right 


with God.’ Then a deacon stood 
up to say: “People cannot’. see 
Christ in my life and I am 


ashamed of it.’ 

“A Sunday school teacher con- 
fessed that he had compromised. 
Many confessed their sins of pray- 
lessness and lack of soul winning. 
There was more weeping than in 
any campaign [ have ever seen. 
It was a real thrill to see the con- 
verts in the pre-service prayer 
meetings following their conver- 
sion and to hear them pray. A 
notorious bootlegger was among 
the converts and his mother was 
one of the happiest souls I have 
ever seen.” 


edness and sin in high places and 
low, living high above the sordid 
quagmire of cheap ideals. The 
crucified life is the Christ glorify- 
ing life. And you cannot possibly 
glory in the cross until you are 
crucified with Christ, until self is 
dead and Christ reigns supreme 
and serene upon the throne of your 
heart. The cross is our only hope! 
That is why we preach Christ 
crucified. “For there is none other 
name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we must be saved” 
(Acts 4:12). The cross is the an- 
swer to the deepest yearning of 
the soul for pardon, for peace, 
for power, for fruitfulness, for 
victory. | 

Coleridge said “The gospel finds 
me because it answers the deepest 
yearnings of my soul.” When we 
glory in the cross and in our love 
for that wonderful One who died 
on that accursed tree, we become 
the inheritors of His eternal life 
and of all the joys that are found 
in Heaven and on earth. God for- 
bid that we should boast save in 
the cross of Jesus Christ, whereby 
the world is crucified unto us and 
us unto the world. There is Chris- 
tianity triumphant! 


PRAYER REQUES:S 


By the Editor 


About two months I have spent 
at home in Wheaton working daily 
in The Sword of the Lord office. 
The hiring and training of new 
workers, editing of material for 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD and 
for books, writing a _ series of 
articles, doing necessary study as 
well as taking a much needed rest 
and having fellowship with my 
‘family. With about fifty workers 
on the payroll and with the pres- 
ent difficulties of the publishing 
business, there has been much for 
me to see after. Meantime, a fine 
series of union revival campaigns 
are being planned for 1947. 


I feel a great need for prayer 
and request readers of THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD to join 
me in these burdens. 


1.Pray for great power from 
God to bring genuine _ revivals, 
with many thousands saved in the 
coming year. The power of God 
is the only solution for our prob- 
lems, the only way to revival. 
Organization, advertising, preach- 
ing—-these can never bring revival 
except the power of the Holy 
Spirit fal] on the preacher and the 
people so that Christians will be 
revived, sinners will be convicted 
and saved. 

2. What I ask for myself I ask 
for other evangelists. Dr. Bob 
Jones is having thousands saved. 
Dr. Hyman Appelman_ reports 
some eight thousand professions 


during the past year. Dr. Joe 
Henry Hankins, Dr. Jack Mac- 
Arthur, Dr. Jesse M. Hendley, Dr. 


Robert J. Wells, Evangelist Del 
Fehsenfeld and a number of other 
evangelists are having multitudes 
saved. But let us pray that 1947 
will see the greatest revival cam- 
paigns that they ever led. Pray 
that pastors will co-operate, that 
auditoriums will be available, that 
the hearts of the people will be 
turned toward evangelism. 


$. Pray that the present tend- 
ency to bemean and to criticise 
evangelists and mass evangelism 
even in fundamental circles, will 
be overcome. Pray that Bible 
teachers wil] quit talking about 
“wild-fire evangelism,” that 
pastors and seminary teachers 
will quit accusing evangelists of 
being racketeers and _ grafters. 
Pray that Christian publishing 
houses will refuse to publish any- 
thing that’ reflects on mass 
evangelism and God-called evange- 
lists. We need God’s help to break 
down the prejudice that has been 
built up by jealous or thoughtless 
men, sometimes by wicked men, 
through long years. Oh, may God 
turn the hearts of Christians to 
love evangelists and to co-operate 
with them in mass evangelism to 
bring back great revivals to 
America! 


4. Please pray for THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD. It is America’s 
Foremost Evangelistic Weekly. It 
is the only Christian magazine of 
nationwide circulation, we think, 
that unhesitatingly publishes the 
evangelists’ viewpoint, defends 
mass evangelism, labors continu- 
ally to stir revival fires, prints 
full length revival sermons. If the 
circulation of THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD could be increased at 
least fifty per cent in 1947, it 
would be one of the greatest 
factors for evangelism and soul- 
winning in America that could be 
won. Will you join us in prayer 
that God wil] help us increase the 


the preparation of every issue ? 

5. Please pray for other Sword 
of the Lord literature. A letter to- 
day from a Methodist pastor in’ 
Nurnburg, Germany, pleads for 
literature. In the same mail a 
missionary in China asks for many 
of our booklets and tracts and 
other requests come from Army 
chaplains, from prisons, pastors, 
Sunday Schoo] teachers, mission 
workers and rural missionaries. 
Literature is being translated into 
German, Dutch, and Japanese. 
Please pray for wisdom. Pray 
that the printing bills may be met, 
that this free literature work may 
be greatly increased to the saving 
of many hundreds of souls in 1947. 
Pray also that the great volume of 
books we print, going out into 
homes, may transform thousands 
of Christians. 

6. The Sword Book Club teeds 
your prayers. Our aim is to have 
distinguished Christian leaders 
help us select the very best Chris- 
tian books each month, and@® 
send out so many books that™we 
can save the readers much money. 
It is difficult and without financial 
profit but it is doing great good 
and needs your prayers and co- 
operation. 


7. Please pray for Sword of the 
Lord Conferences on Evangelism 
in 1947. The first is in Massey 
Hall, Toronto, Canada, May 11-18. 
The second is at Winona Lake, 
Indiana, July 6-13. The third is 
at Lake Louise, Georgia, August 
3-10. The fourth is at Miami 
Valley Chautauqua’ grounds, 
Franklin, Ohio, August 24-Septem- 
ber 1, a young people’s conference. 
The burdens of getting ready & 
great program, of the thousands 
of dollars needed for financing it, 
the publicity and especially the 
need for God's powers are tre- 
mendous burdens. 

Your loving co-operation and 
prayer for all these burdens will 
surely help to guarantee that God 
can bless them tremendously to 
His own glory. O God, help us to 
do everything possible for revival 
of Christians and the winning of 
souls! 

In the Saviour’s name, yours, 

JOHN R. RICE 


“GO OUT INTO THE HIGHWAYS 
AND HEDGES” . . . Luke 14:23 
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What Is a Christian? 


By MISSIONARY NORMAN LEWIS 
Pampa 2975, Buenos Aires, Argentina 


In Acts 11:26 we read, ‘The 
disciples were called Christians 
first in Antioch’. Here the title 
“Christian” starts its march across 
the centuries. The term “Chris- 
tian” has been in good repute and 
in bad repute, and in the stream 
of human thought has been con- 
fused with some mighty queer 
ideas. Do you doubt the need of 
asking sensible people, “What is a 
Christian’? Then consider these 
answers to the simple question, 
“Are you a Christian?”, as asked 
at the Gideons booth of the New 
York World's fair in 1939: 

“Are you a Christian, 
man ?” 

“And how!” 

“How long have you been a 
Christian ?” 

“Just what do you mean by that 
question? Do you mean, how 
long is it since I joined the Y. M. 
Cc. A.?” 


young 


> * > 


“Are you a Christian, sonny?” 
“No, sir, I’m an Irishman”. 
+ + > 
“T never before heard of the 
‘new-birth’ that you talk about, 
and I never heard of you Gideons 
before, either. and don’t know 
what king of a new cult it is. But 
all I can say for you is, that - if 
being a member in good standing 
of the First Congregational 
Church, an officer in the Sunday 
School, and a soloist in the choir 
isn’t enough to satisfy you, you're 
a mighty hard bunch to please”. 
* : « 


“The church I belong to isn’t the 
least bit modern. It’s old and con- 
servative. and we don’t go in for 
the new-birth, or any of those new 
fanglied things”’. 

* * as 

“Are you a Christian, man?” 

“Yes, I'm a member of the 
Presbyterian Church”. 

“But you are not placing your 
hope of Heaven upon your church 
membership alone, are you?” 

“Oh, I should say not! I’m a 
thirty-second degree Mason; I be- 
long to the American Legion and 
also to the Grange’”’. 

You laugh at these things, but 
they indicate a _ situation both 
pathetic and tragic. You cannot 
afford to be wrong,on this sub- 
ject! You can be wrong about 
a thousand things and it won't 
make any difference, but if you 
are wrong on this matter you will 
miss Heaven and land in Hell. 

I. What Is a Christian? 

What is a Christian? Let us 
notice some things a Christian is 
not. Being a Christian is not a 
matter of praying, Bible reading, 
church going, tithing, or holding 
an orthodox creed. You say, “Is 
that so?” Yes, that is so. All 
these things are fine in their place, 
but not one of them alone, nor all 
of them together, make a man a 
Christian. I only need remind you 
that the Pharisees had all five; 
yet theirs was a ghastly, damning 
unlikeness to Christ. . 

To get our feet on something 
solid, we must come to the Bible. 
This is always so. And particularly 
here. What other source but the 
Bible has a right to tell us what 
a Christian is? Now the Bible 
does not give us definitions with a 
geometric symmetry like that of 
man’s definitions. The Bible's 
definitions have a heavenly sym- 
metry, and a practical purpose 
that fits man’s needs like a glove 
fits the hand. 

1. A Christian Is One Dho 
Been Born Again 

First, the Bible tells us a Chris- 
tian is oMe who has been born 
again—John 3:3-5. 

The late Bishop Taylor Smith, 
Chaplain General to His Majesty’s 
forces in the first Great War, w 
once asked to preach at a fash- 
ionable church in London. In the 
morning hig text was the words 
spoken by our Lord to Nicodemus, 
“Ye must be born again”. After 
the service, someone told the 
Bishop they were not used to that 
kind of preaching in their church. 
It might be all right for the Salva- 
tion Army but not for a congre- 
gation such as theirs. That eve- 


ning the Bishop preached again, 
this time taking for his text the 


el 


unto you, Ye must be born again”. 
This is what God has said. We 
had better obey.. George White- 
field frequently spoke from the 
text, “Ye must be born again”. 
When someone asked him why he 
used that text so often he replied, 
“Because ye must be born again”. 
2. A Christian is one who has 
received Christ. 


John 1:12 tells us that “as many 
as received Him, to them gave he 
power to become the sons of God, 
even to them that believe on his 
name”, That verse was used to 
.point me to Christ when I was a 
pre-medic student at the Univers- 
ity of Nebraska. When on October 
21, 1934, I received Jesus Christ 
into my heart, I stepped from 
darkness into day. 


i 


3. A Christian is one in whose 
heart Christ dwells. 


In Revelation 3:20 our Lord 
says, “‘Behold, I stand at the door 
and knock: if any man hear my 
voice, and open the door, I will 
come in to him, and will sup with 
him, and he with me”. And in 
Colossians 1:27, Paul says, “Christ 
in you, the hope of glory”. You 
see, your old rotten heart needs 
the kind of an “overhaul” you can 
never give it. Jeremiah 17:9 says, 
“The heart is deceitful above all 
things, and desperately wicked”. 
That wicked heart needs to be re- 
placed. Otherwise you will always 
be something like the boy who 
was heard to remark, “I am glad 
that I am not a preacher's boy. 
If you are a preacher's boy you 
can’t swear, or lie, or steal, or 
smoke, or trade dirty stories—-you 
just can’t do nothing”. The boy’s 
heart was wrong. And your heart 
is wrong if you have not opened it 
to receive the Son of God inside. 


II. Why Should I Be a 
Christian? 

You ought to be a Christian. 
Why? Every reason. Among the 
many, these four: 

1. The guilt of your sin. 

Ecclesiastes 7:20 says, “For 
there is not a just man upon earth, 
that doeth good, and sinneth not”. 
“We have turned every one to his 
own way” (Isa. 53:6). “There is 
none righteous, no, not one. 
For all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God” (Rom. 
3:10 and 23). My friend, you are 
a guilty sinner. You are in a bad 
way. You are under the wrath of 


God. God hates your sin. In 
Ezekiel 18:4 the Lord declares, 
“The soul that sinneth, it shall 
die”’. And Romans 6:23 says 
plainly, “The wages of sin is 
death”, 

Evangelist Henry Moorshouse 


once said, “I find a difficulty in 
the hearts of many in taking their 
place as guilty sinners before God. 
Sometime ago a woman said to 
me, ‘I cannot see that one who has 
broken one of the commandments 
can be as bad as another who has 
broken five, or another who has 
broken the whole ten’. But I 
told her that God never gave five 
or ten laws; He gave only one, 
which consists of Ten Command- 
ments. ‘Just look at that watch. 
If you counted the wheels you 
would find perhaps ten or more. 
Yet if you break only one wheel, 
it is a broken watch and will not 
go’. Still the woman could not 
see it, so I said: ‘Suppose you were 
hanging by a chain over a preci- 
pice. The chain consists of ten 
links. If a man took a hammer 
and smashed every link, where 
would you go?’ ‘To the bottom, of 
course’, ‘But suppose only one 
link were broken, where would you 
go?’ “That would be just as bad; 
I would fall’.” 

Friend, it won’t do the least bit 
of good to compare yourself with 
someone worse than yourself. Out 
of Christ you are a sinner, bound 
for a lost eternity. But look at 

2. God’s provision at Calvary 

for you. 

There Christ died for you, and 
in His body the world’s greatest 
love and greatest pain met. Let’s 
suppose that you and I had been 
wandering about Jerusalem the 
night Jesus was betrayed. We 
might have watched the Master 


words, “Marvel not that I said 


and His little band of disciples 


enter Gethsemane. We would 
have seen the disciples drop back, 
one by one until at jast Jesus knelt 
alone in that place of agony under 
the olive trees. There the burden 
of a world’s guilt began to crush 
the blood from his heart. Bloody 
sweat oozed from His brow and 
fell in crimson splotches on His 
clothes. Then came the band of 
soldiers, and Judas’ kiss, stabbing 


Jesus to the” heart. 4 


His disciples forsake Him and 
flee for their lives. But we follow 
at a distance; then witness wide- 
eyed the horror of those hours of 
the powers of darkness. They spit 
in His face, buffet Him, and smite 
Him with the palms of their hands. 
And as that dark night draws to 
a Close, we hear another of His 
disciples cursing and swearing, 
with foul speech denying He ever 
knew the Son of God. The hours 
wear on; the farce of a trial at 
last is done. We stand in that 
narrow street, the “Sorrowful 
Way”, and watch the crucifixion 
crowd, Calvary-bound. Jesus is 
the center of all. His appearance 
bears mute witness to the night’s 
atrocities. He is made to bear 
His cross until He is so weak He 
cannot. The flesh of His back is 
a mutilated pulp. . His face has 
been bloodied by the thorn crown, 
and bruised by the blows. So, on 
to Calvary. There the cursing, 
screaming thieves are spiked to 
their ¢rosses. But we wonder with 
amazement at the poise of Jesus. 
“He is led as a lamb to the 
slaughter”. His mouth utters no 
word. His eyes hold no hatred. 
We watch the brutal blows as the 
spikes drive through His feet and 
the palms of His hands. Now, the 
soldiers have hoisted the cross 
erect with its freight of anguish. 
And it drops in its socket in the 
rock. We hear the plea from 
pain-racked lips, “Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they 
do.” And sitting down with the 
crowd, we watch Him there. But 
now, hark! The lights of, the 
world seem to be going out! The 
Son of God is dying. We hear 
Him cry, “I thirst.” We strain our 
eyes to see through the gathering 


blackness. The world is strangely 
convulsed. Everything seems out 
of joint. Then comes a cry which 


seems to echo from highest 
Heaven to uttermost Hell. “My 
God, my God, why hast thou for- 
saken me?” 


My friend, it was for you. Peter 
tells us plainly that Jesus ‘himself 
bore our sins in His own body on 
the tree. He died once, the just 
for the unjust, that he might bring 
us to God’ (I Peter 2:24; 3:18). 
What will you do with Jesus? 

3. God asks you to choose. 

All through the Bible we see 
that a man becomes a Christian by 
choice. Joshua in his day said to 
the Israelites, “Choose you this 
day whom ye will serve.” Some 
people are always saying, “I don’t 
want to be rushed. I want more 
time to think it over.” How 
much time do you want? How 
long must you deliberate about 
Christ’s love for your poor lost 
soul before you decide to trust 
Him? How long have you known 
about the death of God’s Son in 
your place? Oh friend, your want- 
ing more time is not a reason— 
it’s an excuse. 

Old Elijah on Mt. Carmel found 
that the Jews acted the same way. 
He wanted them to take a stand 
for God or Baal. But all the 
people were still sitting on the 
fence. Elijah said, “How long 
rhalt ye between two opinions? if 
the Lord be God, follow him: but 
if Baal, then follow him” (I Kings 
18:21). That was the straight 
goods! You would think people 
could make up their minds in the 
face of that plain challenge. But 
what does the Bible tell us? “And 
the people answered him not a 
word.” Folks don’t change. They 
were just the same then as now. 

What did Jesus say? He said 
no man can be neutral. He said, 
“Noman can serve two masters.” 
You can’t be on both sides, friend. 
Jesus said plainly, “He that is not 
with me, is against me.” Where 
do you stand? Have you taken 
Christ, or are you against Him ? 
.4. Gratitude should cause you to 

close with Christ. 

Remember, he bled for you. He 
died for you. And now He lives 
to save you. “He is able also to 


save them to the uttermost that 


beuge ‘papas 


HOLY SPIRIT KEEPS DR. BOB 
JONES FROM HOTEL TRAGEDY 


By the Editor 


The greatest loss of life of any 
hotel fire in history, I believe, was 
that at the Winecoff Hotel last 
December 6th, with 116 people 
dying as a result of the fire in that 
supposedly fireproof hotel. 


But let us never think that God 
does not know, does not care about 
and cannot control such tragedies. 
God had His own purpose in letting 
some people die in the fire or in 
frantic leaps from the burning 
buildin? or as results of burns. 
Some Christians, no doubt, our 
heavenly Father took on to 
Heaven to be with Him. Some 
lost people perishing in the 
flames, no doubt, had lost their 
last opportunity «to trust Christ 
and be saved. Some others God 
spared according to His own wise 
purposes. 

Dr. Bob Jones, Sr., was in the 
Winecoff Hotel Thursday night 
and he was scheduled to stay there 
through Friday night, the night in 
which the catastrophe happened. 
However, being strangely warned 
by the Holy Spirit that he must 
get to Mobile, Alabama, he left 
and so was spared to us. 

A letter from Dr. Bob Jones 
says: 

“Mobile, Alabama 
“December 10, 1946 
“Dear Brother John: 


“Have just read your good 
article on Evangelists in last 
week’s issue of THE SWORD OF 
The LORD. It is a ‘honey.’ I 
don’t know theology like some of 
these ‘wise’ boys, but I know: from 
experience in applying the Word 
that you are right. 

“Came down here Saturday 
night for Youth for Christ service 


od 


meeting 


. . « Staying over this week for a 
m the First Baptist 
Church in Chicasaw, where an- 
other one of my boys, Bob Parker. 
is pastor. Have a good radio pro- 
gram every day. We had a large 
number saved at Youth for Christ 
and Sunday morning there were 
about fifty definite decisions in the 
service and about seventy-five at 
night. I think Bob said he had 
twenty-five applications for mem- 
bership Sunday. Last night there 
must have been twenty-five or 
thirty decisions. THE OLD GOS- 
PEL STILL WORKS. 

“I spent last Thursday night at 
the Winecoff Hotel in Atlanta. 
Friday night the fire swept over 
a hundred into eternity. I was 
supposed to get down here Satur- 
day morning, but for some reason 
I felt that I should come on Fri- 
day night. Called one hotel (the 
one where I had a reservation) 
and was told I could not get a 
room until Saturday. So I called 
this hotel and the clerk who hap- 
pened to be at the desk is a friend 
of mine and he took care of me. 
Had I stayed in Atlanta I would 
have been with the Lord. My 
room was on the sixth floor on the 
alley side. There would have been 
no chance of escape. This experi- 
ence of deliverance makes me feel 
that the Lord must have some- 
thing more for me todo. I WANT 
TO DO IT. God bless you, Brother 
John, 

“Your friend, 

“Bob Jones.” 
~ Let all of us thank God that 
Dr. Bob is left with us to con- 
tinue his mighty work in evange- 
lism and as the head of Bob Jones 
College. 


come unto God by Him” (Heb. 
7:25). He wants to know just 
now what you are going to do with 
Him. 

Hyman Appelman, the Jewish 
evangelist whose _ Christianity 
makes most of ours look like play- 
boy stuff, gives this testimony: 
“Dr. James E. Davis, pastor of 
the Central Christian Church of 
Denver, Colorado, leq me to Christ 
in his study. There was not any 
revival. There was not any church 
service. I was twenty-three years 
old. I was a lawyer and a college 
professor. If the preacher had 
talked to me about sin yntil I died 
in sin, he would never have won 
me. If he had talked to me about 
judgment until I died and faced 
the judgment, he would never have 
won ‘me. If he had talked to me 
about Hel] until I rotted in Hell. 
he would never have won me. If 
he had talked to me about Heaven 
until Heaven came down on earth, 
he would never have won me. But 
when he talked to me about Jesus 
on the cross, he broke my heart. 
He broke my heart. 

“Listen, I do not have anything 
to brag about. I am so far short 
of the standard I have set for 
myself that my heart breaks at 
the thought of how far short I 
have come of the standard of God. 
But I have one brag. When I get 
to Heaven the first angel I meet 
I am going to call him over and 
say, ‘I want to tell you something. 
Listen to this, Angel. Listen now! 
I knew what would happen to me, 
I knew what my people would do 
to me, I knew what my law prac- 
tice would do, I knew what would 
happen to my sweetheart, I knew 
what would happen to my money— 
I knew every bit of it. Nothing 
has happened to me but what I 
knew was going to happen. But 
the first time, the very first time 
I was faced with the cross I gave 
my heart to Christ.’ I am not a 
dog! If this Jesus loved me 
enough to die for me, I love Him 
enough to ‘fe for Him, no matter 
what it may cost!” 

Do you want to be a Christian? 
a real Christian? Christ is wait- 
ing just now for you to turn from 
your sins and open your heart to 
Him. Take Him this moment and 
begin to let the world know you 
belong to the Saviour. 
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“Your publication has been the 
source of much blessing to my soul 
and the Lord has definitely spoken 
to my heart and given food for my 
soul in the messages. May the 
Lord continue to bless and meet 
your needs”. 

“St. Paul, Minnesota”. 


“It is such a grand paper. I 
wish everyone could have it. Such 
wonderful sermons from _ born 
again preachers! We don’t hear 
such sermons from the pulpits 
very often. I wish we did. People 
would think more of their soul’s 
salvation if they did. May God 


bless all of you that have a part. 


in this wonderful work for God’s 
glory”. 
“Somerville, Mass”. 


“T have been so pleased with the 
few copies of The Sword of the 
Lord that I have been able to 
read that I am sending for my 
own subscription of the Sword so 
that I will not miss a single edi- 
tion. I have received great bless- 
ings from your true Bible preach- 
ing. The Word of the Lord is so 
necessary today. It is a rea] com- 
fort to read your stirring mes- 
sages of faith in God. I pray 
God's blessing upon you and your 
work. 


“Mrs. A. L.” 
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” The Evils of Intant Baptism 


(Continued from Page 1) 
was looked upon by many as a 
great triumph for Christianity. As 
a matter of fact, it was the great 
est tragedy of church history. It 
resulted in the union of church 
and state, and the establisment 
of an hierarchy which afterward 
developed into the Roman Catholic 
system, which of course is not 
the church of God at all, but 4 
hateful counterfeit of it. It 
doubtful that Constantine was 
ever truly converted. At the 
time of his supposed vision of the 
sign of the cross he “promised to 
become a Christian”, but he was 
not baptized until near death, hav- 
ing postponed the act in the belief 
that baptism washed away all past 
sins, and he wanted alj his sins 
to be ir. the past tense before he 
was baptized. 


Re-baptizers 


In the year 416 infant baptism 
was made compulsory throughout 
the Roman empire by law. This, 
of course filled the churches witn 
unconverted members who § had 
only been “baptized into favor”, 
and whatever power the church 
had retained was now gone. The 
world was plunged into the gloom 
of the dark ages, which endured for 
more than twelve centuries, until 
the Reformation. But all the 
time, from the beginning pf the 
church age, God always had a 
remnant remaining , faithful’ to 
Him. They never consented to 
the union of church and state, or 
to baptismal regeneration, or to 
infant baptism. 


These nonconformists were 
a sect, and they were not even 
called Christians. Indeed, it be- 
came illegal for them to be called 
Christians or to call themselves 
Christians. They bore nicknames 
depending sometimes upon a lead- 
er’'s name, or the name of their 
locality. They were Montanists, 
Novatians, Paulicians, Arnoldists, 
Henricians, Petro-Brussians, Wai- 
denses, Paterines, Alibigenses, 
Stundists, etc.; but their generic 
name was Anabaptists, meaning 
re-baptizers, for they ignored in- 
fant baptism and re-baptized those 
who had been saved through per- 
sonal faith. They also had a 
generic name for themselves: 
they called themselves Antipedo- 
baptists, meaning opponents of in- 
fant baptism. 

A Hang-over from Rome 

When the Reformation came, 
these Anabaptists or Antipedo- 
baptists did all they could to help 
the Reformers; but when the Re- 
formers came into power they 
turned against the Anabaptists 
and persecuted them as Rome had 
done and continued to do; and 
thus the troubles of the Anabap 
tists were increased instead of 
diminished, for now they had per- 
secutors on botlk sides—-from Ro- 
manism on one hand and from 
Protestantism on the other. Al{ll 
honor to the great Reformers, but 
the truth must be told that in 
their reform they brought with 
them out of Rome the two hateful 
errors of union of church and state 
and infant baptism; and more- 
over when they had the power in 
their hands because of this union 
of church and state, they them- 
selves became popes in their own 
realm and persecuted those who 
would not conform to their ways. 
The Lutheran church became the 
established church of Germany, 
and persecuted the Anabaptists for 
nonconformity. While Zwingli held 
power in Switzerland the Senate 
passed a law making infant bap- 
tism compulsory, and providing 
that “if any presume to re-baptize 
those who were baptized before, 
they should be drowned’; and at 
Vienna many ‘“Anabaptists were 
so tyed together in chains that 
one drew the other after him into 
the river, wherein they were all 
suffocated”. Calvin in his field, 
Cromwell in England, Knox in 
Scotland—these all stuck to the 
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and state and 
infant baptism, and used their 
power, when they had power, to 
seek to force others to conform 
with their own views. 


union of church 


Woe Unto Dissenters 

In the American colonies the 
same errors persisted. 
ginia and the Carolinas Episcopal- 
ianism pecame the established 
church, and no one was permitted 
to preach without a license, which 
license could be obtained only from 
the state church: and so those 
who persisted in preaching the 
gospel without such a license were 
imprisoned and otherwise punish- 
ed. In New England there were 
two colonies, in one of which Pres- 
byterianism was the established 
church and in the other it was 
Congregationalism; and in both of 
them noncomformists were perse 
cuted for their nonconformity. 
Think of the inconsistency of it. 
These Presbyterians and Congre- 
gationalists had fled from the old 
lands in order to have religious 
liberty. But it was religious lib- 
erty for themselves only, and 
Presbyterianism and Congrega 
tionalism were made the legal re- 
ligious views of their colonies. And 
woe be unto anyone among them 
who should dissent from _ these 
views! Before the Massachusetts 
Bay Colony was twenty years old, 
it was decreed by statute that “if 
any person or persons within this 
jurisdiction shall either openly 
condemn or oppose the baptizing 
of infants, or go about secretly to 
seduce others from the approba- 
tion or use thereof, or shall pur- 
posely depart from the congrega- 
tion at the administration of the 
ordinance, ... after due time and 
of conviction—every such 
person or persons shall be subject 
to banishment.” 

By the authorities in this colony 
Roger Williams and others were 
banished, when banishment meant 
to go and live with the Indians. 
This Williams did and was receiv- 
ed kindly and dwelt with them for 
some time, and in after days it 
was shown that he had saved the 
Massachusetts Bay Colcny from 
utter destruction by the Indians 
by his earnest pleadings in behalf 
of the Colony which had banished 
film, 


means 


Church and State 

And it was in the constitution. 
of the Rhode Island Colony, found- 
ed by Roger Williams, John Clarke 
and others, that religious liberty 
was established by law ‘or the first 
time in thirteen hundred years 
Thus it was that Rhode Island, 
the first Baptist Colony, estab- 
lished by a small group of be- 
lievers, was the first spot on 
earth where religious liberty be- 
came the law of the land. The 
settlement was made in 1638, and 
the Colony was legally established 
in 1663. The second place was 
Virginia in 1786. Congress de- 
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clared the first amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States 
to be in force on December 15, 
1791, which granted religious lib- 
erty to all citizens; and Baptists 
are credited with being the lead- 
ers in bringing this blessing to the 
nation, If that be true, they prov- 
ed themselves to be worthy suc- 
cessors of their Anabaptist or 
Antipedobaptist forebears. 


But, it may De asked, what has 
all this to do with us? Has it 
any practical bearing upon us in 
our day? And here is the an- 
swer: The union of church and 
State continues .oday in most of 
the countries of the world. In 
these “state churches” they 
“Christen” babies, which means 
tney make them Christians. The 
average Briton, for example, 
thinks he is on the way to heaven. 
Wasn't he Christened in infancy 
and hasn’t he been taught all 
these years that that saved him, 
and isn’t he a member of the 
same church with the king? What 
more could you ask? 


Are Unbaptized Infants Lost? 

And what about this country? 
Let us see: The Roman Catholic 
Church here, as everywhere, 
teaches baptismal regeneration 
and practices infant baptism. {fn 
is statement of doctrine it says: 
“The sacrament of baptism is ad- 
ministered to infants or adults by 


the pouring of water and the pro- 
nouncement of the proper words, 
and cleanses from original sin.’ 
The Reformed Church says: “Chil- 
dren are baptized as heirs of the 
Kingdom of God and of His cove- 
nant.” The Lutheran’ church 
teaches that baptism, whether, of 
infants or adults, is a means of 
regeneration. Martin Luther him- 
self, when asked whether unbap- 
tized infants are lost said: ‘“‘Not 
lack of, but contempt for, the sac- 
rament condemns. I hope that 
when little children are denied 
baptism without their fault, and 
the command of Christ and prayer 
are not despised, the kind and 
merciful God will graciously re; 
member them. Let their souls be 
left in the hands of and at the 
will of their Heavenly Father, 
who, as we know, is merciful.” 
Mind, he says only, “I hope.” Not 
a very good foundation for faith. 
Dr. Luther should have done bet- 
ter than that. 


The Episcopal church teaches 
plainly that salvation comes 
through infant baptism. In his 
confirmation the catechist answers 
a question about his baptism in in- 
fancy by saying, “in my baptism, 
wherein I was MADE A MEMBER 
OF CHRIST, A CHILD OF GOD, 
AND AN INHERITOR OF THE 
KINGDOM OF GOD”. This is 


dl 


printed in the Prayer Book and 
may be seen there by anyone in- 
terested enough to look for it. 
The fact is that most people who 
practice infant baptism believe 
that the ceremony has something 
to do with the salvation of the 
child. ¥ 

We Hiave left “the command- 
ment of God to follow the tradi- 
tions of men, and the end is awful 
to contemplate, 


(From THE VOICE Magazine, 
used by permission. ) 
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METAL SEAT ENDS 


SMITH MFG. OO., Daiton, Ga. 
Over 50 Years im Business 


{ft you are twenty-five years of age 
and in good health we can secure you 
ONE THOUSAND dollars of insurance 
for as little as one dollar and forty 
cents per month. In five instances 
pays double indemnity. Other ages in 
proportion. 

Or we will be giad to help you de- 
velop your insurance program to fill 
your needs. 

Our insurers have over one hundred 
million dollars in reserve and fifty 
years experience. 

The manager of our insurance de- 


partment has had twelve years ex- 
perience in assisting in insurance work, 


American Ministers Association 
Midville, Georgia 


SPAIN 


@ Needs the Gospel. 

@ Twenty-six million people tive in 
darkness. 

@ 166 evangelical churches only in 

Spain, 

. 


7,000 people only are born again, 


SPANISH CHRISTIAN MISSION 
Rev. Zacarias P. Caries, 
B.A.,L.Th.,8.C.T. 

Founder and Director 
3 Hillsboro Avenue, Toronte 5, Canada 
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Why Not Start the 
New Year Right? 


Give out our Right-to- 
the-Point Gospel Tracts. 


12 different kinds on 
various colored paper. 


1200 for $1.00 assorted. 
GLAD TIDINGS BEARERS 


5642 N. Maplewood Ave. 
Dept. L, Chicago, Illinois 
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America. 
Cloth Binding. 
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Spirit. 


Price, Postpaid 


$2.00 


proved tremendously popular. 


organizations cooperating. 
Seattle, Dallas, and elsewhere. 


Spectators in the 
Heavenly Grandstand. 


ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY! 
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THE SCARLET SIN 


and Other Revival Sermons 
“It is a splendid book, and has helped me 
tremendously in getting closer to God 
and realizing more the grave responsi- 
bility of witnessing for our Lord! 
70d use it greatly in awakening others as 
it has me!”—Rev. C. B. J. 


Book of 12 Most Popular Ser- 
mons by Evangelist John R. Rice. 
Taken Down Word for Word as Giv- 
en Before Great Audiences All Over 
Now Available in Beautiful 


In the spring and early summer a paper bound edition of the 
book, “The Scarlet Sin and Other Sermons,” was published and 
However, we were not able to sup- 
ply the same book in cloth binding until recently. Now we have 
gotten out a beautiful library edition, bound in maroon cloth, 
stamped in gold, wrapped in a jacket printed in scarlet and black. 


These twelve messages were given before great congregations. 
Several were preached in the union campaign in Cleveland, Ohio, in 
the public Music Hall, with some ninety churches and Christian 
Others were preached in Spokane, 
Their distinctive feature is that 
they were taken down word for word by rapid stenographers or 
on dictating machines and are here given with the warm breath 
of revival in them, as heard by thousands, in services where 
hundreds were converted. 


There are 254 large pages. 


Here Are the Twelve 


Sermon Titles 


The Scarlet Sin and the 
Roads That Lead to It. 
All of Satan’s Apples 
Have Worms. 

The Four Biggest Fools 


Why God Hardened 
Pharaoh’s Heart. ‘ 
The Unpardonable Sin. 
The Worth of a Soul. 

A One-Man Salvation. 
Peter and Jesus. 

An Old-Fashioned, Fire- 
from-Heaven Revival. 
The-Unvarying God. 
The Fullness of the 
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It is a beautiful and distinctive 
gift, a book to be treasured by ministers, a stirring book for 
young people, a book that lost sinners will read with deep in- 
terest because of its beauty and the striking sermon topics, 


PUBLISHERS 


214 West Wesley, 


| Wheato Hlinois 
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